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Alarming Rise in Hate 


Crimes Against Homeless 


People in United States 


by Michael Stoops, National 
Coalition for the Homeless 


ver the past six years, advo- 

\ cates and homeless shelter 

/ workers from around the coun- 

try have seen an alarming 

increase in reports of homeless men, 


women and even children being killed, 


beaten and harassed. The violent attacks 
and murders are often directed against 
people precisely because they are home- 
less, and thus constitute hate crimes. 

On May 28, 2005, Michael Roberts, age 
53, was beaten to death with sticks and logs 
by a group of teenagers who admitted to 
beating the homeless man just for fun. The 
autopsy report indicates that Roberts died of 
blunt-force trauma to the head and body, 
and suffered a fractured skull, broken ribs, 
badly injured legs and defensive wounds on 
his hands. The teens returned several times 
to make sure the job was done. 

In September of 2004, three Milwaukee 
teens murdered a homeless man at his forest 
campsite. The teens hit 49-year-old Rex 
Baum with rocks, a flashlight, a bat and a 


pipe, then smeared feces on his face. They 
continued beating Baum until they thought 
he was dead. One of the boys “hit the vic- 
tim one last time to see if he would make a 
sound like in Grand Theft Auto,” then cut 
him twice with a knife to make sure he was 
dead. They covered his body with plastic 
and rocks, hoping animals would eat him 
before the body was discovered. 

In August 2004, Curtis Gordon Adams, 
33, beat and stabbed a disabled homeless 
man to death, and then licked the blood 
from his fingers on a Denver sidewalk. 

In June 2004, two New York City 
teens kicked, punched, and finally blud- 
geoned 51-year-old William Pearson to 
death in a churchyard. Pearson crawled to 
the church steps before finally dying of a 


fractured skull. “His head was a bloody 


mess,” one police officer noted. 

Sadly, these gruesome accounts. are 
only a few of many recent assaults and 
murders which demonstrate the hatred, 
prejudice and senseless violence faced by 
many of our country’s homeless citizens. 


See Rise in Hate Crimes page eight 


One year has passed since a two- 
night spree of attacks against home- 
less people sleeping on the streets 

of Sao Paulo, Brazil, left 7 dead and — 
9 seriously wounded. 


Despite initial government pledges 
to investigate the crimes, mounting 
evidence of police involvement, and 
monthly vigils held by those calling 
for action, there have been no 
arrests. 


Join the International Network of 
Street Papers’ fight for Justice. 


Write to: 

Ministro Marcio Thomas Bastos, 
Ministerio da Justica, Esplanada 
dos Minisetrios, Bloco T, Ed.sede 
CEP 70064-900, BRASILIA 
Email: marcio.bastos @ mj.gov.br 


For more information log on to 
INSP at www.street-papers.org 
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Art by Tammy Grubbs for the National Coalition for the Homeless 
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Brutal Killings of Homeless 


People in Brazil 


Despite police and govern- 
mental promises to seek jus- 
tice in this case, evidence 
continues to increase suggest- 
ing that the police themselves 
might have been involved. 


by Paula Mathieu 


ore than a year has passed 

since a brutal two-night 

spree of attacks on sleeping 

street people in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, left seven dead and eight more 
seriously wounded. Despite public outcry, 
mounting evidence of police involvement, 
and ongoing public demonstrations, no 
arrests have been made in the case. 

It all began in the predawn hours of 
August 19, 2004. August is wintertime in 
Brazil, and although it is not frigid, night- 
time temperatures hover at a chilly, damp 


16 degrees Celsius. Of the estimated 10,000 


homeless people in Sao Paulo, roughly 
3,000 routinely sleep under bridges, in 
doorways, and subway entrances, rolled in 
cheap blankets from head to toe. 

When the sun came up that morning, 
panic hit the street inhabitants of the city 
center as word spread that 10 people had 
been hit in the head while sleeping. Two 


Still Unsolved 


had died; four were seriously injured. 

Several nights later, six more homeless 
people sleeping in the downtown area of 
Sao Paulo were attacked; and in the end, a 
total of seven died as a result of their 
injuries. The victims were women as well 
as men, ranging in age from 28 to 71 
years old. All were struck once in the 
head with a blunt instrument while asleep. 

“The criminal was a professional; he 
used an instrument and beat their heads 
just once to kill them. He knew what he 
wanted,” said Alderon Costa, director of 
Rede Rua, a non-governmental organiza- 
tion (NGO) that works with homeless 
people in Sao Paulo. 

Medical examination of the victims 
supported this suspicion. Antonio Carlos 
Iron of the Legal Medical Institute, who 
performed the autopsies, described the 
attacks as “technically perfect,” the work 
of someone who wanted to kill exactly. 

These attacks occurred shortly before 
elections in Brazil, and politicians spoke out 
vigorously in the weeks following, calling 
for justice. Sao Paulo Mayor Marta Suplicy 
declared that she was “horrified” at the 
attacks and requested a public moment of 
silence to remember the victims. 

On September 1, 2004, Patrus Ananias, 
the Minister for Social Development and 
Combating Hunger, promised to create a 


See Hate Crimes in Brazil page 15 
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by Michael Stoops, National 
Coalition for the Homeless 


he release of the widely distrib- 
uted video “Bum Fights” in 
2001 has led to a proliferation of 
bum videos. In these videos, 
homeless people are goaded into violent 
fights and coerced into performing 
degrading and dangerous stunts for 
money, alcohol, or food. The video pro- 
ducers also use parodies of famous TV 
shows to demoralize homeless people. 

Six different videos have been pro- 
duced in the past five years: “Bum 
Fights,” “Bum Fights 2.” “Bum Hunts,” 
“Bum Show.com,” “Bag Lady Beatings,” 
and “Bum Fights III.” : 

Craig Walton, a professor of ethics and 
policy studies at the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas, said, “Even if the homeless 
aren’t forced to perform, it’s inaccurate to 
describe people without adequate shelter, 
food or clothing as having choices.” 

Dehumanizing videos such as these add 
to the trends of violence and mistreatment 
of people who suffer from homelessness. 
According to the May 13, 2004, issue of the 
Las Vegas Sun, Jeanne Corcoran, produc- 
tion manager for the Nevada Film Office, 
called the producers of these videos “cock- 
roaches (who) only come out at night. None 
of us in the government sanction or support 
this type of exploitation.” 

Meanwhile, Sgt. Eric Fricker, Las 
Vegas supervisor of two Metro Police 

officers who work with homeless people, 
said he was trying to “educate the home- 


less and talking to advocates in order to 


stop future filmmakers.” 

The first video released in 2001, “Bum 
Fights,” was banned in several other coun- 
tries. It has been condemned on the floor of 
the U.S. House of Representatives. 

The filmmakers of the video, Ty 
Beeson and Ray Laticia, initially faced 
seven felony and four misdemeanor 
charges for the production of the video. 
The final court verdict required them to 
serve sentences of 250 hours of communi- 
ty service and three years probation. 

Yet “Bum Fights 2” was still released 
in 2003. Since last year’s report, “Bum 
Fights III” has been released. : 


BuM Ficuts III: FELONY FOOTAGE 


The release of “Bum Fights III: The 
Felony Footage” is the third installment of 
the Bum Fights DVD series; and its release 
in 2004 portrays the most degrading, sick- 
ening, and offensive material to date about 
the country’s homeless population. 

_ Homeless men, women, and children are. 
coerced into performing dangerous stunts 


STREET SPIRIT : 


Bumfights: An Incitement to Hate Crimes 


for money and drugs, reinforcing negative 
stereotypes about homeless people and 
homelessness. The footage portrays home- 
less people as drug addicts, alcoholics, 
bums, and, worst of all, worthless. 

The filmmakers continually mock and 
demoralize homeless people by filming 
degrading scenes. In the video, a home- 
less man named “Bling Bling” smokes 
crack in various crowded settings such as 
a casino and a public river. 

“Bling Bling” is later “rehabbed” by 
being chained to a light post, taunted, tor- 
tured, and teased with money and crack 


just out of his reach. As he goes through 
withdrawals from his drug addiction,’ the 
filmmakers inch a plate of goods closer and 


closer to him. “Bling Bling” is finally — 


rewarded with drugs when he bungee 
jumps off a tower into a swimming pool. — 
A homeless man (Donnie) gets 


spanked on his birthday by a prostitute 


and another homeless man named Rufus. 
These two individuals repeatedly and 
severely spank this homeless man with 


sex whips in the buttocks, genital region, 


and across the forehead. Throughout this 
process he is gagged and in pain. 

In another scene, a homeless man runs 
in a marathon pushing his shopping cart 
while being antagonized by the crowd. 
While running, he asks for donations from 
the crowd, mocking panhandling. 

Numerous fights caught on amateur 
film are shown throughout the movie. 
Many of these fights are the brutal beat- 
ings of a single individual by two or more 
people. Several individuals continuously 
attack a homeless man by striking him in 
the face. The victim is screaming in pain. 

Many homeless individuals are shown 
vandalizing properties, such as kicking 
garbage cans and defecating publicly. Still 
other homeless individuals are seen in the 
video doing illegal substances on the side- 


walk or in public bathrooms. 


A man named Rufus uses profanity 


against Bruce Helgland, the district attor- 


ney of San Diego, who is trying to shut 
down “Bum Fights.” Rufus is later shown 
getting a Mohawk haircut with hair dye. 
He shaves his eyebrow and reveals a 
painful tattoo written on his stomach that 
reads “Bum Life.” 

Other demeaning scenes in “Bum 
Fights Ill: The Felony Footage” include 
the following: cae 

+ A homeless man runs into a big piece 
of glass and is later shown bleeding. 

+ A homeless man punches another 


‘Man in the face and repeatedly kicks him 


even when he is down. 
«+ A homeless man jumps off the roof 


es Sse 


of a house onto a piece of wood. © 
+ A trap is set to lure homeless men by 
putting a $20 bill on top of a slippery 


painted pole. Homeless men step on each - 
other’s heads and backs trying to climb up 


the pole to retrieve the money. 
+ Homeless men and women are pre- 
tending to have sex on the sidewalk in a 


-scene the filmmakers dub “Bum Luving.” 


+ A homeless woman is being inter- 
viewed but is quickly called a “shitty 
interview” because she expresses her 
appreciation for homeless people. 

+ Several individuals beat a single 
homeless person and the victim pleas for 
the attackers to stop. 


Stop SELLING HATE 


Even more disconcerting are the major 
corporate retailers who have found it 
acceptable to sell these videos and DVDs 
in their stores and on the internet that 
show homeless people participating in the 
acts of self-mutilation, drinking urine or 
Windex for money or alcohol, and fight- 
ing. For a current list of the vendors 
and/or online stores selling these videos, 
please visit the website of the National 
Coalition for the Homeless (NCH) at 
www.nationalhomeless.org. ee 

Fortunately, a few corporations 
(Amazon.com, Borders, Ebay, and Best 
Buy) have stopped selling the disturbing 
videos in response to NCH’s request. 

These videos are sold by retailers who 
depend on their public image, yet find it 
acceptable to traffic in violent and dehu- 


- Manizing films and videos. They are tak- 


ing advantage of a vulnerable, minority 
population to make a profit. 
The first video, “Bum Fights,” grossed 


In “Bumfights,” a homeless man suffers a brutal punch in the face at clos 
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The video exploitation of homeless people sinks to new lows with “Bumfights IIT’ 


A series of “Bumfights” videos and related videos, such as “Bum Hunts” and “Bag Lady Beatings,” subject homeless people to demeaning acts of brutality and humiliation. 


eS 


e-up. 


over six million dollars in one month, and 
the more recently produced videos contin- 
ue to bring in profit at the “expense of the 


homeless people who are exploited and © 


aren’t paid one cent,” said Michael 
Stoops, acting executive director for the 
National Coalition for the Homeless. 

In years past, films such as these were 
relegated to the adult video world, less 
reputable stores, or some dark corner of 
the Internet — not sold and displayed in 
the brightly lit shelves of retail stores. 

The National Coalition for the Homeless 
considers the sale of these films as approval 
of this illegal behavior, and possibly 
encouraging the further development of 
these exploitative films. It perpetuates the. 
rise of hate speech and hate crimes and vio- 


dence directed against homeless people in 


the United States. NCH will continue to 
monitor these videos. : 

If you discover the distribution of such 
items in your community, take personal 
action by contacting your local retailer. 
Call or write the store to demand the fol- 
lowing: . 

1. That they immediately stop selling 
these videotapes or DVDs and destroy the 
current inventory. — 

_2. That they turn over the profits from 
the sale of these violent videotapes to an 
agency of their choosing that serves 
homeless people. ; 

Please also send a copy of your letter, 
e-mail or fax to: 

Michael Stoops 
National Coalition for the Homeless 
Phone: (202) 462-4822 ext. 19 

Fax: (202) 462-4823 oe 
E-mail: mstoops @ nationalhomeless.org 
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Upsurge of Homeless Murders Is a Warning Sign 


Editorial by Terry Messman 


ith growing ee govern- 

ment officials, merchants 

and the media have broad- 

cast a message of intoler- 

ance that labels homeless people as 
unwanted outcasts. When the pillars of 
society vilify homeless people as a subhu- 
man minority synonymous with urban 
blight, and when city officials pass laws 
aimed at banishing people living on the 
street, an extremely dangerous message is 


sent out that this is one hated minority _ 


that it is safe to attack. 

The close connection between a soci- 
ety that disparages homeless people as 
less than human, and acts of violence and 


hate crimes against street people, was dis- - 
played for all to see on the streets of 


downtown Los Angeles in mid-August. 
On August 16, 2005, two young men 
who told police officers that they had just 
watched the “Bumfights” video, went on a 
rampage on the streets of Los Angeles and 
savagely beat two sleeping homeless people 
with baseball bats. Ernest Adams, an elder- 


ly homeless man who was well liked and 


widely respected even by business owners 
and a U.S. appellate court judge who knew 


him well, was hospitalized in critical condi- 


tion with severe head wounds. 
The Los Angeles Times reported the 
William Orantes and Justin Brumfield, who 


were arrested on suspicion of attempted 


murder, told police they had watched the 


“Bumfights” DVD and were inspired to do 


some “bum bashing” of their own. 

The National Coalition for the Homeless 
(NCH) has been campaigning against the 
“Bumfights” DVDs for more than three 
years, and has warned that retailers who sell 
the shocking video are inciting acts of vio- 
lence against homeless people. Currently, 


_ there are at least six different DVDs being 


sold which show homeless people being 
savagely assaulted, demeaned, and injured. 


_ [See “Bumfights: An Incitement to Hate 


Crimes,” by Michael Stoops, page two of 
this issue of Street Spirit.] 

Los Angeles Police Chief Willam 
Bratton said, “This was a vicious, coward- 
ly crime that even veteran officers such as 
myself find hard to believe.” 


The general public is largely unaware 
of the extent of this growing wave of bru- ° 


tal crimes and murders committed against 


homeless people across the country. The 


National Coalition for the Homeless has 
carefully documented 156 murders and 
386 violent acts committed against home- 


_less people in the period from 1999-2004. 


’ One of the most disturbing aspects of 
these hate crimes is that none of them — 
no matter how shocking or cruel — have 


_ ever sparked the kind of high-level public 


awareness and outrage that hate crimes 


against other minorities have evoked. 


Homeless people are often attacked in 


dark alleys or desolate areas — and this 


alarming rise in hate crimes remains hid- 
den in that same darkness. . 

But, for homeless people, the reality of 
these savage assaults and murders is not 
hidden in darkness at all. It is a well- 
known danger of living on the streets. The 


Art by lris Churcher from The View from Here, a nook published by the Gositicn on Homelessness. 


Los Angeles Vinee reported that the mid- 


August beatings of Ernest Adams and- 


Gerald Henry have spread fear and alarm 
in the homeless community there. 

Our society has done something even 
worse than allow countless human beings 


to live in horrible conditions of neglect 


and poverty on city streets. It also has 
forced them to'live a life of real and con- 
stant danger, exposed and vulnerable’ to 


the threat of deadly assaults and deliberate 


hate crimes, 24 hours a day. 
This issue of Street Spirit reports on the 
dismaying, coast-to-coast extent of hate 


crimes against homeless people in cities © 


across the nation. The NCH has document- 
ed that these acts of violence have occurred 
in 140 US. cities in 39 states. News of 
these assaults may be little known by the 


general public; but nearly every person liv-. 


ing on the streets, in every one of those 140 
cities where homeless people have been 
attacked, knows full well that they, too, 
could be brutally assaulted as they sleep, 


alone and. unprotected. _ 


HOMELESS CRIME VICTIMS IN S.F. 


The San Francisco Chronicle reported 
on August 15 that the San Francisco 


' Trauma Recovery Center, a program that 
treats crime victims for emotional trauma, 


stated that 31 percent of the victims of 
violent crimes treated at S.F. General 
Hospital and referred to the center were 
homeless. Chronicle reporter Kevin Fagan 
rightly called it a “sobering statistic about 
the danger of life on the streets.”’ 

That shockingly high number of home- 


less crime victims shows that a grave dan- 
~ losers, turn out to have friends who fondly 
-remember their kind acts and who love 

‘them and mourn their loss. It’s almost as if 


ger to people living on the street exists in 
the supposedly liberal, tolerant Bay Area. 
So do the murders of a homeless woman in 


Berkeley and a homeless man in Oakland. 


On February 8, 2005, Maria King, 45, 
who had a master’s degree in history and 
had worked as a teacher before becoming 
homeless, was sleeping near the corner of 


‘Caldera Street and University Avenue 


in Berkeley. While she slept, all alone, 
four men approached her after midnight, 
and two of them kicked her in the head 
and beat her into unconsciousness. 

After the savage assault, King was 
taken to Highland Hospital in a coma. She 
never regained consciousness, and died 12 
days later, on February 20, 2005. 

On July 18, 2004, Dalrus Joseph Brown, 
52, was viciously murdered in the middle of 


the night by a group of young men who 
attacked him while he was sleeping near 
the railroad tracks in West Oakland. The 
teenagers repeatedly kicked Brown, and 
beat him to death with pipes and boards, 
then tore apart his little shelter. 


REMEMBERING THE LIVES AND NAMES 


This issue of Street Spirit is dedicated 
to remembering the lives and names of 
homeless people who have been attacked 
and murdered in cities across America. 
[See “Hate, Violence and Death on Main 
Street USA,” page nine of this issue. ] 

Each person you will read about in 
these pages who was brutalized or mur- 
dered was a human being with all the 
hopes and dreams, all the sorrows and 
joys of the human condition. Every single 


person slain on the streets was unique and - 


irreplaceable, and every. life lost was pre- 
cious. As you will see in reading these 
accounts, many of the homeless people so 
senselessly slaughtered had a family and 
friends who loved them dearly. 

After Ernest Adams was savagely beat- 
en in Los Angeles in mid-August, the L.A. 
Times quoted business owners, neighbors 
and even a federal judge, who.all described 
the elderly Adams as a kind, gentle, friend- 
ly person who was always smiling. Brady 
Westwater, president of the Downtown 
Neighborhood Council, described Adams 
as “a sweet, wonderful, old man.” 

This is a pattern that we see repeated 
again and again in these accounts of hate 
crimes. Many seemingly anonymous street 
people who have been viciously attacked 
and denounced as bums, derelicts and 


a real human being had been killed, not 
merely a stereotyped drifter or derelict. 

_ We see that pattern repeated all across 
the country — the unexpected and touch- 
ing remembrance of a homeless person’s 
goodness of heart in the days after their 
death. These memories give the lie to one 
of the most dangerous pieces of dema- 
goguery that our class-conscious society 
has ever concocted: namely, that if people 
sink so deeply into poverty or disability to 
become homeless, they are worthless and 
less than human. 

After the murder of Maria King in 
Berkeley, a chorus of voices spoke out 
ftememPeriue her many acts of kindness 


' Donate or Subscribe mn Street Syixit! 
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and generosity to others, even as she her- 
self endured a life of hardship, panes 
and danger on the streets. 

Jose Cantue, 61, a homeless man, was 
beaten to death in New York with a garbage 
can. After his murder, John Caserta, a 
friend of Cantue’s, said, “He helped kids 
cross the street. He gave them ew and 
toys. He didn’t deserve what he got.” 


After Jeffrey Thompson, 57, a homeless | 


Vietnam veteran, was beaten to death under 
a railroad trestle in Maple Valley, Wash., 
the town held a memorial service for the 
well-liked man who had helped out neigh- 
bors with odd jobs, and lent out books from 
his own collection. Stanette Marie Rose, 
who knew him well, said, “‘people respond- 


_ ed on a very deep levél to his soul.” 


Similarly, more than 100 friends, rela- 
tives, and strangers attended the funeral of 
Rex Baum after the homeless man was 
beaten to death with rocks, a pipe and a 
baseball bat by three teenagers in 
Milwaukee. According to news reports, 
Baum had been a welcome face for many 
in the neighborhood, and was remem- 
bered as hardworking, friendly, and. gen- 
erous. Faisal Bhimani, a local storeowner, 


said that he had just lost his best friend. 


FANNING THE FLAMES 


Cities all over America are escalating 


the scope and severity of anti-homeless 
legislation. When politicians, merchants, 
the media and the police vilify homeless 
people and champion draconian laws 
aimed at banishing them, they are fanning 
the flames of hatred, fear and prejudice 
that eventually erupt into hate crimes. — 
The NCH has documented a close par- 
allel between laws that criminalize the 
homeless and hate crimes committed 


~ against people living on the streets. 


In this climate, the political officials 
who trumpet a message of intolerance are 
crucial contributors to our current national 
epidemic of hate crimes against the most 
poor and persecuted Americans. - 


Street S pirit Website 


Visit Street Spirit’s new website: 


Street Spirit 


Street Spirit is. published by American 
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Social Security Is Not In Crisis 


STREET SPIRIT 


The American Friends Service Committee held a party for Social Security’s 70th 
birthday on August 14. At right, Alice Hoffman lights a candle honoring the women 
(half of all unmarried women over 65) kept out of poverty by Social Security. 


by Rick Wilson, American Friends 
Service Committee 


re you scared yet? In pushing. 


to privatize Social Security, 

the Bush Administration and 

its allies in Congress have con- 
tinually tried to create a climate of fear 
about the future of the program. The goal 
seems to be to create and exploit a wedge 
between generations of Americans. 

In speech after speech around the 
country, President Bush has warned 
younger workers that they will lose bene- 
fits unless we act now to drastically 
change and privatize the system.. 

In May, Bush told a Milwaukee audi- 
ence, “Now, if you’re a senior, you have 
nothing to worry about because it’s got 
plenty of money for you. But if you're a 
young ‘worker, a young entrepreneur, a 
young mom paying into the system, you’re 
paying into a bankrupt system unless the 
United States Congress decides to act.” In 
other words, we’ re in a crisis! 

To be fair, the administration is partial- 
ly right. We are facing several crises in 
America right now — it’s just that Social 
Security isn’t one of them: 


« We have a health-care crisis, with 


more than 45 million uninsured 
Americans. The situation is likely to get 
worse as federal and state governments 
slash Medicaid and as corporations cut 
back on benefits to workers and retirees. 

« We have a job insecurity crisis, with 
7.5 million Americans unemployed and 
many more who are underemployed, earn 
low wages and get few if any benefits. 

+ We have a housing insecurity crisis. 
According to the National Low Income 
Housing Coalition, more than 94 million 
people in the U.S. live in unaffordable or 
inadequate housing. 

+ Things aren’t going that ee in a, 
either. 

Unfortunately, there hasn’t been a lot 
of positive action to address these crises. 


- By comparison, the problems of Sacial- 


Security are pretty mild. 
The system will be fine for the next 35 


to 50 years. At that point, if nothing at all — 


is done between now and then, guaranteed 
benefits will have to be reduced by 20 to 
25 percent. Privatization schemes such as 
the “progressive” price indexing support- 
ed by the president or similar recent con- 
gressional efforts would result in even 
more. drastic guaranteed benefit cuts for 
most Americans. 


‘September 2005 


A birthday cake at the AFSC party paid tribute to the longlasting safety | Photos by 


net created by Social Security. The cake says: “Social Security: 


Terry Foss 


Celebrating 70 Years of Guaranteed Benefits. August 14, 1935-2005.” 


Modest steps, such as raising the 
$90,000 income cap on payroll taxes, 
would protect the program and eliminate 
the need for any cuts for many years to 
come. igo 

This country doesn’t need another war, 
much less a war between the generations. 
Playing on the financial fears of younger 
workers hides some important facts about 
Social Security. 

About one-third of Social Security 
benefits go to nonretirees, including 
injured or disabled workers, and their 
families, as well as the surviving spouses 
and children of deceased workers. 

Privatization schemes are likely to 
drastically change Social Security disabil- 
ity payments for younger workers who 
need them. Social Security even supports 


more children than TANF, the federal . 


welfare program explicitly designed for 
low-income children and parents. 

Saying that Social Security won’t be 
there for younger Americans is mislead- 
ing. It’s already there for them. 


In fact, the guaranteed benefits of © 


Social Security retirement will be even 
more important to younger workers, who 
often have little or no savings and face. 
heavy debts. According to an article from 


the Christian Science Monitor, the current 
generation “may be the most indebted 
generation of young Americans ever.” 

To make matters worse, younger work- 
ers are less likely to have pensions from 


their employers. Fewer employers today 


provide pensions to employees and even 
fewer offer pensions with defined bene- 
fits. The AFL-CIO reports that the num- 
ber of defined-benefit plans dropped from 
128,041 plans covering 41 percent of pri- 
vate-sector workers in 1978 to 26,000 
plans today. Only about 21 percent of pri- 
vate-sector workers are now covered by 
defined-benefit pension plans. 

More than half of all private-sector 
workers have no pensions at all and many 


who do are only covered by 401(k)-type. 


savings accounts, which. shift the risk, to 
individual workers and cut costs to corpo- 
rations. : 

aE anything, younger workers have 
more of a stake in protecting Social 
Security from privatization than older 
Americans. Scare tactics designed to cre- 
ate a stampede to privatization are a dead 
end. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 


whose administration created Social 


Security, was right: “The only thing we 
have to fear is fear itself.” 


Social Security: An Irreplaceable Part of the Safety Net 


by the American WE Service 
Committee 


ocial Security is a vitally effective 

public program that benefits all of us. 

Despite the myth of an urgent fund- 
ing “crisis,” Social Security can pay all 
promised benefits until at least the year 
2052 and most benefits after that, according 
to the non-partisan Congressional Budget 
Office. There is more than enough time to 
make the system even stronger without 
undermining it through privatization. 


Meanwhile, the United States faces a 


real economic insecurity crisis today. 

The healthcare insecurity crisis: The 
Census Bureau reports that more than 45 
million Americans had _ no health insur- 
ance at any time in 2003. States are slash- 
ing Medicaid benefits or dropping cover- 
age for many who need it. People who are 
uninsured “suffer worse health and die 
sooner,” says the Institute of Medicine. 

_ The job insecurity crisis: According to 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 7.5 million 
Americans are unemployed. Millions of 
workers have lost jobs to the global econ- 
omy or struggle to make ends meet at 
poverty-wage jobs. 

The housing insecurity crisis: One- 
third of the U.S. population has inade- 
quate, unaffordable, or no housing, the 
National Low Income Housing Coalition 


reports. Nearly a million men, women, 


_ and children are homeless on any night. 


With the right priorities, our nation can 
strengthen Social Security even further into 
the future and provide affordable health 
care, housing, and living-wage jobs. 

Rolling back the cap on Social Security 
taxes for people earning over $90,000 
would eliminate any future Social Security 
shortfall. Repealing tax breaks for the 
wealthiest one percent of households would 
provide much-needed revenues to solve 
today’s job, healthcare, and housing crises. 


SOCIAL SECURITY: A MORAL ISSUE 
Social Security was created in 1935 


‘during the Great Depression because 
- President Franklin D. Roosevelt and the 


Congress recognized that government has 
a moral obligation to provide for the com- 
mon good of its citizens.. 

Social Security is one of our most suc- 
cessful government programs. It provides 
steady income in retirement and helps keep 
millions of retirees, workers with disabili- 
ties, and their families out of poverty. 

About one in six Americans receives a 
Social Security benefit today. It’s not just 
a retirement program; more than a third of 
Social Security beneficiaries are disabled 
workers, dependents, and survivors. 
About four million children will receive 
‘benefits this year. Social Security is the 


major source of income for two out of 
three seniors, and the only source of 
income for one out of five seniors. 
Social Security is one of our nation’s 
most successful anti-poverty programs. 
Without it, more than half of women age 65 
and older would be living in poverty. It’s 
also extremely important for African 
American men and women and Latinos and 


Latinas, among other minority groups. 


Without Social Security, the official pover- 


ty rate among African Americans would 
‘almost triple, from 22 to 64 percent. 


Among Latinos and Latinas, the poverty 
rate would rise from 18 to 51 percent. 


Although sometimes Social Security is 
painted as an issue affecting only senior 
citizens, young, middle-aged, and older 
people must work together to preserve it. 

Social Security is an intergenerational 
issue. It helps young people in at least three 
ways. First, many young people receive 
benefits today as family members of retired, 
disabled, or deceased workers. Second, it 
will help young workers who become dis- 
abled before reaching their own retirement 
age. Third, Social Security will help young 


- workers weather an insecure job market by 


providing guaranteed retirement, disability, 
and survivor protection. 

The reality is that fighting to protect 
Social Security is a way to have a broader 


conversation about the role that stakehold- 


-ers In our government — that’s us — 


have in creating a country where everyone 
gets a fair shake economically. 
The attack on Social Security is part of 


a broader plan to gut public funding of 
public education, housing, healthcare, and | 


more. Dozens of programs are at risk in 
this year’s federal budget, which 
Congress will be debating in September. 
If those opposed to a strong role for the 
federal government are successful in pick- 
ing off Social Security, the most success- 


ful government program with the most. 


participants, how can we stand a chance in 
struggles around Section 8 housing, 
Medicaid, food stamp and TANF? 

We call on Congress to keep Social 
Security as a universal public insurance 
program. Proposals to privatize it would 


. destroy the compact the generations make 


with each other. We also call on Congress 
to adopt a moral budget that fully funds 
human needs programs sustained by a fair 


tax policy. As a compassionate society, 


we must do no less. 


Join AFSC’s SOS! campaign to 
strengthen Social Security and to stop pri- 
vatization. Tell Congress to focus on peo- 


ple’s real problems instead of the myth of - 


a Social Security crisis. Learn more at 
www.saveourservices.org 


Ter 
ani 


September 2005 


STREET SPIRIT 


Welcome to the Hotel California 


Tenants sue nonprofit, say that historic Oakland hotel is infested with rats and bed bugs 


Tenants of the California Hotel gather at + 600 Washington Street i in Oakland to 
announce the filing of a lawsuit against the landlord for roach and rat infestations. 


by Lynda Carson 


leep tight and don’t let the bed 
bugs bite, as the old saying goes. 
But some Oakland tenants have 
learned that this is more than just 


~ mere folklore that has been passed down 
‘ through the years. 


“I’ve heard the old saying about bed 
bugs since I was a child, but I never knew 
they were real until moving here,” said 


_ Frank Benavidez, 47. “The bed bugs are 


drinking my blood and eating me alive.” 
On August 2, 2005, 43 tenants of the 
California Hotel, a historic landmark 
located at 3501 San Pablo Street in 
Oakland, filed a lawsuit at the Alameda 


County Superior Courthouse against 


Oakland Community Housing Inc, 
(OCHD), a nonprofit housing developer. 

The 43 tenants listed in the lawsuit are 
each seeking $50,000 in damages over rat 
infestations, bed bugs, cockroaches and 
other health and safety issues. A majority. 
of the hotel’s residents are elderly and 
disabled African-Americans. 

Backing the horrific claims of the ten- 
ants is a July 22, 2005, letter from the 
Alameda County Health Services (vector 
control), stating that the procedures being 
utilized by OCHI to control bed bugs are 
inadequate. In addition, Vector Biologist 


. David K. James writes,>“‘A severe Norway 


rat infestation exists within these premis- 
es, and it appears that it’s a long estab- 
lished and large population.” 

Benavidez says, “I can hear the rats 
scratching around in my ceiling at night 
and the noise keeps me from sleeping.” 

OCHI bought the historic, 150-unit 
California Hotel in 1990 for as little as 
$1,910,000. The large- hotel was built in 
1929 and is presently valued at 
$4,853,722. 

Tenants reside in Single Room 
Occupancy units (SROs), and pay their 
rent by the month. “We are charged either 


$395 for a basic room per month or as_ 
-much as $466 a month for kitchenettes 


without a sink,” said three-year tenant 
Lisa Glorias, “but they charge us an extra 
$7.50 a night if we have a guest stay 
over.” : 

The filed complaint in the lawsuit also 
details such problems as inadequate and 
defective electrical systems and outlets, 
exposed wiring, defective plumbing, 
infestation of vermin, roaches and insects, 
in addition to other dangerous and unin- 
habitable conditions. 

“I believe that OCHI and this property 
is being run by slumlords, and they are 
sucking the system dry,” said tenant 
activist Linda Stephens, who started the 
tenant rebellion at the property after con- 
tacting attorney John Murcko for assis- 
tance. . 


_ “These guys are really raking in the 
dough from plenty of HUD funding, 
because tenants normally pay $395 a 
month; but when they move in tenants 
from the Shelter Plus Program which is 
subsidized by local housing authorities 
using HUD funding, OCHI then charges 
$795 a month for the same unit,” said 
Stephens. 

The lead desk clerk of the California 


A group of tenants eather with picket signs in front of the California Hotel. Tenants 


around 3 to 10 minutes until full. 

Repeated efforts to reach OCHI 
Executive Director Dwight Dickerson for 
comment have not been successful; but 
records show that while his tenants at the 
California Hotel have been plagued by 
rats and bed bugs, Dickerson himself is 
raking in well over $80,000 a year in 
salary, plus extras. 

Records show that from 1999 through 


“It’s a terrible situation with fleas, rats, bed bugs, and bad 


odors coming from the vents and the floors. It’s the worst 


infestation I have seen in the last 20 years as an attorney. 
OCHI received a notice last November from vector control 


and nothing was done.” 


— Oakland attorney John Murcko 


Hotel, Rashid Mohammed, stated that 
they are currently accepting applications 
and are asking $622 per month for some 


units and $645 a month for larger units. 


“] first became aware of the problems 
at the California Hotel on July 15, 2005,” 
said Oakland attorney John Murcko. 
“Linda Stephens was the first to come in 
to tell me about the horrible conditions. 
It’s a terrible situation with fleas, rats, bed 
bugs and bad odors coming from the vents 
and the floors. It’s the worst infestation I 


have seen in the last 20 years as an attor-" 


ney. OCHI received a notice last 
November from vector control and noth- 
ing was done.” 

Eleanor Piez, director of soaNals 
relations for OCHI said, “We know there 
are some serious problems with rats and 
‘bed bugs, and we have faced some diffi- 
cult repairs ee while installing a new 
sprinkler system.” 

Piez blamed tenants for creating an 
adversarial situation by filing a lawsuit 
and speaking out about the bad condi- 
tions. “If the tenants had communicated 
closer with management about these prob- 
lems instead of going to the courts or the 
media, our problems would not be as 
severe as they currently are,” said Piez. 
“Now it’s totally adversarial and very 
tense. We have 120 tenants and 150 units, 
and believe that the infestations became 
worse due to moving the tenants around to 
different rooms while the repairs have 
been going on lately.” 

Bed bugs have made a big comeback 
in recent years and are increasingly found 
in shelters, apartments and hotels. Bed 
bugs are active at night while sucking the 
blood of sleeping humans, and they like to 
hide during the daylight hours close to 


where people usually sleep at night. Once. 


they pierce the skin of their victim with an 
elongated beak through which they can 
suck the blood of their prey, they feed for 


2002, OCHI received $745,642 in gifts, 
grants and contributions. With nearly 
1,000 rental units under its control, 
records also show that from 2002 through 
2003, OCHI has profited by as much as 
$2,203,920 for services performed, mer- 
chandise, gifts and other related activities 
of the nonprofit housing organization. 

“A few months back, we had a dead 
man here for 12 days in his room before 


Slowly Towards the 
West 


by Michael Creedon 


I’m not afraid — 

just a little scared sometimes. 
What’s to be afraid of? 

Just everything, and I’m used to that. 
I’m not drinking or acting crazy, 

so hey! — what’s the big deal? 


I don’t think that the time’s too soon 
though we may be mostly 

food for the moon. 
Crossing the water is a great long haul, 
going down Telegraph and all, 
so I’m all snuggled down in my 
Kansas City vest. 
Moving slowly towards the West. 


Munzur 
by Edvino Ugolini 

We will block the low intents 

To stop the cry of this people 

We will reject the usurping hand 
For this people can hold out his hand 
In fraternal friendship 

The only important thing 

Which unifies in a perpetual exchange 
Of experiences and archaic knowledge 
Yes, we will block the low intents 

To stop the cry of this people. 


_ were protesting hazardous and uninhabitable conditions at the landmark hotel. 


the body was discovered, and the smell of 
dead rats in the walls were so strong that 
we could not make the distinction — 
between the dead man’s body and the 
dead rats in the walls,” said Linda 
Stephens. 

“Now they are spreading lime around 
the building to kill the stench of all the 
dead rats in the walls,” she said. “This is a 
national historic building with Black 
Heritage, and it really angers me to see 
how OCHI has exploited and sucked up 
every last dime they can get out of this 
building. Many of us residing here are the 
working-class poor, but efforts by Dwight 
Dickerson and the management staff of © 
OCHI are trying to paint most of us as 
being mentally challenged, in an effort to 
divert attention away from the shum-like 
conditions that shew have had us residing 
in.” 

Oakland Comunity Housing Inc, 
(OCHI), an Oakland nonprofit housing 
developer, was formed in 1973. The 
OCHI website claims they have devel- 
oped over 1,000 units of affordable hous- 
ing since the organization first began, and. 
that they manage over 900 units for them- 
selves and other nonprofits. 


Lynda Carson may be reached at ten- 
antsrule@ yahoo.com. — : 


Nests 


by Joan Clair 


At least the nests are left alone, 
abandoned homes in the bare trees. 
When the birds left, they did go free. 
No money making prospects here. 

No “for rent” signs appear 

for birds who need 

a nest in which to rest and feed. 

And no citation caused the flight 

of birds from their nests late at night — 
no “neighbors” calling the police, 
forcing them to wake from sleep. 

No one sounded an alarm 

to move them on or bring them harm. 
No officers patrolled their trees. 


The river of blood 


by Edvino Ugolini 

The blood of innocent victims 
Is still flowing slowly 

Along the ancient banks 

Of a river passing through 

a suffering land 

the water still filthy of blood 
asks for justice 

for a people 

torn by history 

and asks for those 

who are still hoping 

a future of peace and fraternity. 


by Holly Sklar 


hen Medicare and 

Medicaid were signed into 

law on July 30, 1965, for- 

mer President Harry 
Truman received the first Medicare card. 
He would be shocked that 40 years later, 
more than 45 million Americans have no 
health coverage, half of all personal bank- 
ruptcies are health-related, and lack of 
universal insurance is increasingly hurting 
our economy as well as our health. 


Truman proposed national health insur-° 


ance for all Americans in 1945. He said, 
“By preventing illness, by assuring access 
to needed community and personal health 
services... and by protecting our people 
against the loss caused by sickness, we 
shall strengthen our national health, our 
national defense and our productivity.” 

If Americans without health insurance 
were a nation, the population would be 
bigger than Canada — plus Michigan, 
Montana, New Hampshire and Vermont. 
Canada, like other industrialized nations 
besides ours, provides universal health 
coverage. 

Contrary to myth, the United States 
does not have the world’s best health care, 
Ithas the costliest. ES 

In the words of Dr. Christopher 
Murray of the World Health Organization 
(WHO), “Basically, you die earlier and 
spend more time disabled if you’re an 
American rather than a member of most 
other advanced countries.” 

‘The United States is only 29th in the 
WHO healthy life expectancy ranking. 
We lag behind Canada by nearly three 


A Mother’s Ard 


by Serita Coffee 


STREET SPIRIT 


It’s Time for Health 
Care for Everyone 


Former President Harry Truman received the 
first Medicare card in 1965. He would be shocked 
_ that 40 years later, more than 45 million 


years and Japan by nearly six. 


The United States does worse than 36 


countries in child mortality under age five 
— well behind South Korea and 
Singapore. 

The United States is No. 1 in spending. 
The Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) 
reports the United States spent 15 percent 
of its Gross Domestic Product on health in 
2003 compared to an average 8.6 percent 
in 30 OECD countries. 

The United States has fewer physi- 
cians, nurses and hospital beds per person, 
and fewer MRI and CT scanners than the 


_OECD average. Health Affairs reports 


that Americans had more difficulty mak- 
ing appointments with physicians quickly 
than people in Canada, the U.K., Australia 
and New Zealand, and were more likely to 
delay or forgo treatment because of cost. 

Lack of health insurance is killing 
many more Americans than terrorism. As 
the Institute of Medicine documents, 
uninsured Americans get about half the 
medical care of those with insurance. 
They receive too little care, too late, get 
sicker and die sooner. 

For example, uninsured women with 
breast cancer have a 30 percent to 50 per- 
cent higher risk of dying than insured 
women. Uninsured car crash victims 
receive less care in the hospital and have a 
37 percent higher mortality rate than pri- 
vately insured patients. — : 

One out of three Americans below age 
65 — 85 million people — lacked health 
insurance for all or part of 2003-2004. 
Millions more are underinsured. 

Average family health insurance pre- 
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Art by Christa Occhiogrosso 


The U.S. does worse than 36 countries in child mortality 
under age five — well behind South Korea and Singapore. 


miums will reach a projected $14,545 in 
2006, more than double the 2001 average. 

Much health spending is squandered 
on the mountainous red tape, profits and 


executive pay of private insurance and 


drug companies. As Dr. Marcia Angell 
explains in The Truth About the Drug 
Companies, the highly profitable pharma- 
ceutical industry relies heavily on-taxpay- 
er-funded research. i 
The National Coalition on Health Care, 
an alliance of about 100 corporations, 
pension funds, medical associations, 
insurers, unions, consumer and religious 


organizations,:says, “Comprehensive. 


health care reform is long overdue. Every 


. year that reform is delayed, tens of mil- 


lions of Americans live in peril, without 
health insurance; millions are harmed, and 


hundreds of thousands die needlessly, 


because of sub-standard care.” 
“The crisis in health care is the central 


economic problem facing America — 


adversely affecting living standards, job 
creation and retention, wage growth, the 


adequacy and viability of pension bene- : 
fits,” and the global competitiveness of 


American business, says Coalition presi- 
dent Henry Simmons. ; 

The Coalition calls for “health care 
coverage for all.” It offers four different 
scenarios for universal coverage: employ- 


er and individual mandates and subsidies; - 


expanding Medicare and other public 
health insurance; creating a new public 
program modeled on the Federal 
Employee Health Benefits Plan; and 
establishing a universal single payer, pub- 
licly financed program. 

The first three scenarios would nét: 
$320 billion to $370 billion in savings 
over the first ten years; the fourth scenario 
would save $1.1 trillion. - 

Like untreated cancer, the health care cri- 
sis 1s spreading throughout our families and 
economy. It’s time for health care for all. 


Holly Sklar is co-author of Raise the Floor: 
Wages and Policies That Work for All Of Us 


(www.raisethefloor.org). She can be reached at: 


hsklar@ aol.com. Copyright 2005 Holly Sklar. 


ent Plea for Help for a Homeless Son 


“I Thank Whatever Gods May Be For My 
Unconquerable Soul.” 


“Invictus” by William Earnest Henley 


ears ago, a friend and I talked about the 

reality of being but one paycheck away 

from becoming homeless. An income from 

work or some other source, such as Social 
Security benefits or retirement funds, was an absolute 
must. Living as one of scores of borderline-homeless 
families was too frightening to ponder. Even so, having 
a “roof-over” seemed taken for granted by many. | 

In 1992, I was diagnosed with panic/anxiety disorder 
with episodes of agoraphobia. In 1996, doctors diagnosed 
me with the genetic condition Graves Disease (hyperthy- 
roidism). Declared disabled, I live on a fixed income. I 
am working on my health and healing with therapeutic 
activities and a positive system of thinking. 

My son was diagnosed in his twenties with schizo- 
phrenia. Of course, this was a devastation and disap- 
pointment for him. He continued to work when well 
enough. He so loved his-job with the Department of 
Education (almost 10 years) in Washington, D.C., 
where we both were born and raised. He, too,-is on a 
fixed income and is badly in need of assistance with find- 
ing affordable housing, money management, and therapy. 
By the grace of God, he has survived another winter out- 
side. I pray he does not have to wait until age 55 to get 
the services he so desperately needs. 

No longer able to work, my dear son — my good son, 
my only son — does not deserve to be forgotten. No one 
should be left behind to do without the basic needs in life. 

My son and | literally joined the ranks of demoral- 


To each other’s hearts for refuge 


In the troubled years that came 
Before the Deluge.’”’. — Jackson Browne 


Art by Joy DeStefano. 


“And in their hearts they turned 


ized and vulnerable human beings living outside in the 


Berkeley and Oakland homeless community. I was 


then age 55 and he would soon be 38 years old. With 
rent control no longer in place and many landlords 
unwilling to lease to Section 8 certificate holders, it 
seemed there was “no place to be somebody.” 

In April 2004, I was divinely guided to Saint Mary’s 
Center in Oakland where I became a client in the 
hotheless shelter. When I stepped onto the SMC 
grounds, it seemed I had miraculously arrived at some 
little piece of Heaven. Praise and Thanks! I benefit 
from many of the services offered — support groups, 
housing assistance and help with numerous other issues 


_ of concern. The family-like connection with both staff 
and clients makes an enormous difference in my > 


improvement and recovery. » : 

I remain disturbed, however, that my son is still 
homeless. During cold or rainy seasons, I cry for him. I 
“pray without ceasing” that everyone in the whole wide 
world has nutritious food and comfortable lodging. I 
Am Knowing that more can be done for people in this 
condition similar to my son’s. 

No one should be left behind or excluded. All 
deserve compassion and unconditional love. May 
“tough love” not be an excuse for some to scorn or dis- 
card others, for no one deserves to be thrown away. We 
are all God’s Chosen Children — not criminals simply 
because we are without “a room of one’s own.” 

The Prop. 63 Mental: Health Services Act has generat- 
ed funds targeted for-more programs to include and ser- 
vice more people so much in need. As money is God in 
action, money is also power. Power to the homeward- 
bound! May God continue to Bless St. Mary’s Center. 
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Thankful Memories of All the Love 


by Linda Lemaster 


had not seen Lotus P. Maynor for 

three years, about since she began 

Struggling with Parkinson’s. She 
died this summer on July 22. 

Before then, we had been so connected 

in Our community activities that folks who 


. Should have known better thought we- 


were sisters. Our talents complemented 
each other. That energy made the line 
between work and play seem to dissolve. 
Lotus had been my youngest child’s 
first outside caregiver when I had tried to 
go back to college prematurely. | was 
hopeful, yet in denial about being a dis- 
abled person. The more broken down | 
got, the harder I pushed myself for my 
family. When I found Lotus’ home day- 
care business, “Teddy’s Garden,” was in 


my neighborhood, my baby’s needs could {| 


be met and I rediscovered an old friend. 

Not just day care for the poor: a chance 
at right living. 

So then I became a welfare warrior, 
since it was obvious (from being in it) that 
the alleged “safety net” System wasn’t 
really capable of helping families get a 
new toehold into the mainstream, unless 


~. they really didn’t need one. 


Lotus was there to help in so many 
ways, for twenty years. | 

Here’s one recollection: Her family 
kept my kids long after a Halloween night 
agreement because I’d found myself in a 
hellhole jail in San Francisco, and could 
not get anyone to give me the time of day, 
let alone any idea of how long they 
intended to hold us. It was early afternoon 
and we’d been jammed into vans, driven 
round and round the City in circles, and 
finally — over an hour later — the cops 
poured us into the worst bottleneck of a 
jail ve ever seen. 

We were jailed for feeding hungry peo- 
ple from the steps of San Francisco City 
Hall’s polished brass entrance, in 1993. 
(Eat your heart out, Oz.) Most of us knew 
in advance we might get arrested, and pre- 
pared accordingly. I, however, was appre- 
hended because I was freaked out by the 
sight of a very young woman who seemed 
to be getting twisted and brutalized by the 
police during her arrest. That upset me 
somewhat. I turned my eyes away. 

Then, having to see these grown, 
young policemen — uniformed, in high- 
topped boots — throwing fresh salad onto 


those marble steps and stomping bagels 


rolling down those steps. They deliberate- 
ly destroyed the food in front of people 
who were obviously hungry. Armed 


police were acting out this obscenity from 


the uppermost stairs, looking down at us. 


All I could think of was giving them a~ 


tongue-lashing. Knowing my children 
were in safe hands, I was free to be my 
natural self without having to give up my 
main job as mom. No way could I justify 
bowing to that intense state terror-mon- 
gering. 


I became concerned for police who get 


trained to do such things. One guy actual- 
ly heard my words, but several others 
tossed me quickly into the van with the 
younger. woman. She gave me the free- 
dom to protest injustice 

Seven hours later, we sat behind bars 
in a holding tank that looked and felt like 
the white, rectangular inside of a huge toi- 
let bowl. Seeing the architecture, I expect- 
ed water hoses; they provided more subtle 
tortures. I was not allowed to call my son 
nor my childcare angel. 


When I was finally allowed to call,. 


after midnight, I was told I’d missed see- 
ing the sculpted latex face of my son’s 
super Frankenstein body art, and that no 
one had been able to get a camera. 

From jail, I-said, “Put him on the 


“phone, please?”"He-wasn-t too disappoint 


ed that I hadn’t gotten home yet, though 


Linda Lemaster (/eft) and Lotus Maynor outside Santa Cruz County 


Alene Smith 


Courthouse after protesters were arrested for squatting vacant land. photo 


Her willingness to let people into her heart and her home, 
when she had one, was an example of living by trusting the 
Great Spirit. Lotus often took in homeless and other peo- 
ple. Fed them. Hugged them. Listened to them late into the 
night. Earned her nickname, “Lotta Love Lotus.” 
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sad about me missing his creation, and he 
wanted to know about jail. Lucky mom I 
was. My son’s caregiver gave a thousand 
percent and thus became “family” for me. 

None of the publicly visible work and 
activism I’ve done in the past 18 or 20 
years would have been possible if Lotus 
(with her daughter Kerry) and ultimately 
other women and a few men, had not been 
my substantial 'support system. 

Lotus was there when the Union of the 
Homeless was launched in Santa Cruz in 
1992. She had known Anders Corr when 
he was a youngster. He launched that 
chapter of our too-long movement to 
decriminalize homelessness and to honor 
people who are homeless. She didn’t hesi- 
tate to put all her support behind Anders’ 
vision of liberated land. Others followed. 

Thus the Union began, thrived for 
some time, and provided strong, orga- 
nized back-ups, food, and legal support 
groups for numerous actions — including 
everything from mass civil disobedience 
to pot-luck picnics in the park, cooked by 
welfare mothers and held for “all the men 
outside.” 7 

When the Union of the Homeless 
evolved more, part of it became Santa 
Cruz’s first Food Not Bombs collective. 
Then, Lotus’ kitchen was where the mid- 
night coffee got percolated for many long 
nights awake on the sidewalks of down- 
town Santa Cruz, for homeless people and 
activists in the initial rounds of our resis- 
tance to this City’s batches of anti-home- 
less laws. 


TELEPHONE ANGEL FOR HUNGRY 
WOMEN UNITED 


Once, Lotus was the sole support per- 
son for Hungry Women United. Five oth- 
ers of us, several children in tow and Jane 
Imler at the helm, sojourned successfully 
to Sacramento, determined to stop then- 
Governor Pete “let them drink six-packs” 
Wilson’s expected pay raise. We had been 
fasting together. It worked. 

She helped organize us for the Poor 
Peoples’ Summit at Mills College spon- 
sored by Women’s Economic Agenda 
Project in 1990. With Kim Argula’s lead- 
ership, she anchored local resources so 


‘women could be free to go all weekend. It . 


was like a magic vacation. 
When I left office as. Welfare Parents 


became Prez, and was deeply instrumental 


Support Groups firsepresident, she- 


in its growth, including significant contri- 
butions toward this area’s acceptance of 
children in public gatherings, and she did 
incredible advocacy for pro-active “solu- 
tions” for welfare reform (read: jobs). She 
brought our Nonviolent Futures project 
back to life. She further linked our wel- 
fare moms with other kinds and “classes” 
of helping programs, including Coats for 
Children started by Maggie Reynolds. 
Somehow, she helped get my son and vs 


‘homeless then, and many others from Santa 


Cruz County, the sponsorships needed to 
participate in Mitch Snyder’s Housing 
NOW! March on Washington in 1989. 

With welfare parents’ young, success- 
ful bilingual food pantry, she leveraged 
volunteers and accomplishments into cre- 
ating a “Pantry Network,” still strong 
today, connecting all the various food 
programs dynamically. 

She never gave up on anyone in the 
mutual helping and self-help programs we 
all created. The group’s name changed to 
Welfare and Low Income Support 
Network during her leadership, creating 
stronger links with other California 
women’s and self-help groups. 

Of course, she did a lot of other things 
as well; she was a good community orga- 
nizer. Her stint with Western Service 
Workers Association; though shorter than 
hoped because of growing health consid- 
erations, sharpened her natural talents. 


She taught me, “Don’t assume any person’ 


ever means no until they say no.” 


HOMELESS WOMEN’S SLUMBER 
PARTY 


Once, Lotus was in charge of “getting 
stuff’ for our annual Homeless Women’s 
Slumber Party. I was just a conduit 
between Linda Edwards, homeless street 
heat activist, whose idea the slumber 
party was, and Lotus, who became the 


networking brain that brought our party to 


life each year. People still think I did 
something. All I’d done was say “yes” 
about the first year being at my pad, and 
kept track of the names of interested 
folks. 

Lotus did the real work — getting 
everyone’s needs met so they could have 
a night off, though they be women in a 
men’s social order: Later there was still 
more work: figuring out how to finance it, 


getting all the-food cach year, anticipating. - 


how many of us would actually get there. 
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Lotus Gave 


Robert Norse photo 


Lotus Maynor at the phone on behalf of 
the Welfare Parents Support Group. 


Lotus did all that. 

There were many contributors, of 
course. By the fifth and last year, 
Homeless Women’s Slumber Party rented 
a motel’s huge apartment suite, accommo- 
dating a mom with a very disabled son so 
both could be included, and having “chil- 
dren’s time” activities that included swim- 
ming. Tables full of healthy food, and a 
few comfort foods, dressed each room. 

We celebrated house hunting “gradua- 
tions.” Shared wishes. Got to know each — 
other. I was surprised to learn how often 
the fathers and uncles were supportive, 
and pleased to see how easily single 
women and parenting women connect 
when given half a chance. Homeless 
Women’s Slumber Party, doors open to 
both strangers and friends, would have 
ended the first year if not for Lotus’ cre- 
ative persistence. 

And these delights are really Lotus’ 
secondary accomplishments. I believe her 
willingness to let people into her heart and 
her home, when she had one, was an 
example of living by trusting the Great 
Spirit. She often took in homeless and 
other people. Fed them. Hugged them. 
Listened to them late into the night. 
Earned her nickname, “Lotta Love Lotus” 
in Robert Norse’s street chronicles. 

Whatever legacy I give my children 
and my friends; whatever important pro- 
jects we moms and grandmas committed 
in those decades; whatever little consis- 
tencies in sleep and dreams and innocence 
my children knew, I owe mostly to a few 
good friends, with Lotus Maynor topping 


the very short list. 


Linda Lemaster is a mom, journal writer, 
failed paper-pusher. She works for Housing’ 


‘ NOW! in Santa Cruz, a grassroots voice. She 


hates being homeless during the rainy season. 
Contact her at linda4homes4all @sbcglobal.net 


FORSAKEN 
by Claire J. Baker 


There are roses 

yellow and restful 
growing among weeds 
beside an empty cottage. 
They peek unseen 

but by me, a stray cat, 

a lost city butterfly 
which pollinates timidly. 


A forsaken old woman 
canes by, almost turns 
toward the ragged plot, 
almost sees gritty roses, 
velvet baskets of gold 
survive without care. 
Iwalkaway 

to the tap of her cane. 
Sei umaatiels 


Alarming Rise 
in Hate Crimes 


These terrifying accounts 


from page one 


Over the six-year period from 1999- 
2004, the National Coalition for the 
Homeless documented 156 murders and 
386 violent acts against homeless individu- 
als. The violent attacks occurred in 140 
cities in 39 states in the United States. The 
homeless victims ranged in age from a 
four-month-old infant to a 74-year-old man. 

This year’s annual report on hate crimes 
by the National Coalition for the Homeless 
(NCH) appears on pages 5-8 of this issue of 
Street Spirit. The NCH report carefully doc- 
uments 105 hate crimes and violent acts 
that occurred in 2004, collected from news- 
papers and reports across the country. This 
report shows the geographical extent and 


the sheer savagery of this wave of hate — 


crimes against the homeless. 

Yet many of these violent acts go 
unpublicized or unreported, making it diffi- 
cult to assess the true magnitude of the 
problem. Often, homeless people do not 
report crimes committed against them 
because of mental health issues, substance 

_abuse, fear of retaliation, or frustration with 
the police. Some cases were also omitted 
because the victims were found beaten to 
death, but no suspects could be identified. 
In addition, this report does not take into 


-account the large number of sexual assaults, 
_ especially against homeless women. 


There is a documented relationship 
between increased police actions that 
criminalize homelessness and the rising 
number of hate crimes and violent acts 
against homeless people. 

It appears that violent citizens become 
emboldened to attack homeless people 
because their city has responded negative- 
ly to the homeless population. These vio- 
lent attacks occur especially where the 
city has portrayed homeless people as the 
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“Land of Plenty” 


cause of unemployment, decreasing prop- 
erty values, vacant storefronts or other 
problems. 

Advocates from around the country 
have cited the relationship between 
municipal laws to banish or restrict visi- 
bility of homeless people and hate crimes 
and violence. This overly broad enforce- 
ment of the laws passed by city govern- 
ments specifically targeting homeless 


people are documented in NCH’s Illegal 


to Be Homeless: The Criminalization of 
Homelessness in the U.S. 

This survey of cities and states that 
violate the civil rights of homeless people 
concluded that California is the “meanest” 
state in the nation for poor and homeless 


| — The National Coalition for the Homeless recommends that the following actions be | 
| taken to address the rising number of hate crimes committed against homeless people. 


| 1. A public statement by the U.S. Justice Department acknowledging that hate 
| crimes and violence against people experiencing homelessness is a serious national trend. 


2. The Justice Department would issue guidelines for local police on how to 
| investigate and work with people experiencing homelessness based on recommenda- | 
tions from the National Coalition for the Homeless. The Justice Department would | 
| recommend improvements to state law on how to better protect against violence | 
| directed against people experiencing homelessness, including tougher penalties. 


| 3. A database to be maintained by the U.S. Department of Justice, in cooperation | 
} with the National Coalition for the Homeless, to track hate crimes and/or violence | 
| against people experiencing homelessness. 


4. Inclusion of housing status in the pending state and federal hate crimes legisla- | 
| tion. The pending federal bill is the Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes Prevention i 
| Act of 2005 (H.R. 2662. in the House; S. 1145 in the U.S. Senate — 109th Congress). 


5. Sensitivity/A wareness training at police academies and departments nation- 
| wide for trainees and police officers on how to deal effectively and humanely with 
| People experiencing homelessness in their communities. H 


6. A U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) study into the nature and | 
| scope of hate crimes and/or violent acts and crimes that occur against people experi- | 
| encing homelessness. This proposed study will address the following: 
|  * Causes of hate crimes/violence. 


+ Circumstances that contribute to or were responsible for the perpetrators’ behavior. 


* Beliefs held by the perpetrators of these crimes and how their beliefs have 


changed since conviction. 


+ Thoughts and advice from the perpetrators to others who are considering hate 
crimes/violence against the homeless population. 
* Community education, prevention and law enforcement strategies. 


Art by Tammy Grubbs for the National Coalition for the Homeless 


people, followed by Florida, Hawaii and 
Texas. The NCH study also ranked four 


California cities as among the top 20 - 


“meanest cities” in the nation for violating 
the human rights of homeless people: 
Berkeley, San Francisco, Fresno and Los 
Angeles. [See “California Named as 
Meanest State in the Nation,” Street 
Spirit, beceiape 2004. ] 


IS A HATE CRIME? 
A, 


WAL ISA SEAR EL CINGIVES 


The term “hate crime” generally con- 
jures up images of cross burnings and 
lynchings, swastikas on Jewish synagogues, 
and horrific murders of gays and lesbians. 

Hate crimes are commonly called bias- 


motivated crimes, referring to the preju- 


dice of the perpetrator against the victim’s 
real or perceived grouping or circum- 
stance. Most hate crimes are committed 
not by organized hate groups, but by indi- 
vidual citizens who harbor a strong 
resentment against a certain group of peo- 
ple. : . 
In 1968, the U.S. Congress defined a 
hate crime, under federal law, as a crime 
in which the defendant intentionally 
selects a victim because of their race, 
color or national origin. 

In recent years, federal bias crime laws 
have been enacted to provide expanded 
coverage. The Hate Crimes Statistics Act 
of 1990 mandates the Justice Department 
to collect data from law enforcement 
agencies about “crimes that manifest evi- 
dence of prejudice based upon race, reli- 
gion, sexual orientation, or ethnicity.” 

The Hate Crimes Sentencing 
Enhancement Act, enacted in 1994, defines 
a hate crime as a crime in which the victim 
is intentionally chosen “because of the actu- 
al or perceived race, color, national origin, 
ethnicity, gender, disability, or sexual ori- 
entation of any person.” This measure only 
applies to, among other things, attacks and 
vandalism that occur in national parks and 
on federal property. 

The most recent legislation, Local Law 
Enforcement Hate Crimes Prevention Act 
of 2005, was introduced in the U.S. House 
(H.R. 2662) and U.S. Senate (S.1145) in 


the 109th Congress. This legislation “autho- 


rizes the Attorney General to provide tech- 
nical, forensic, prosecutorial, or other assis- 
tance in the criminal investigation or prose- 
cution of any crime that: (1) constitutes a 
crime of violence under Federal law or a 


felony under State or Indian tribal law; and 


(2) is motivated by prejudice based on the 
race, color, religion, national origin, gender, 
sexual orientation, or disability of the vic- 
tim or is a violation of the hate crimes laws 
of the State or tribe.” 


There is currently no federal criminal 
prohibition against violent crimes directed 
at individuals because of their housing 
status, poverty or homelessness. 

The NCH aims to include housing sta- 
tus in the Local Law Enforcement Hate 
Crimes Prevention Act of 2005 (H.R. 2662 
and S. 1445) and in future pieces of legisla- 
tion. H.R. 2662 and S. 1445 have broad 
bipartisan support, but through the inclu- 
sion of housing status, hate crimes and vio- 
lent acts toward people experiencing 
homelessness will be more appropriately 
handled and prosecuted. Also, if victims 
know that a system is in place to prosecute 
such crimes, they are more likely to come 
forward to report these crimes. 

People who are forced to live and sleep 
on the streets for lack of an appropriate 


_ alternative are in an extremely vulnerable 


situation, and it is unacceptable that hate 
crime prevention laws do not protect them. 


Michael Stoops is the acting executive direc- 
tor of the National Coalition for the Homeless. 


For more information about hate crimes 
against homeless people, contact: 
Michael Stoops 

National Coalition for the Homeless 
2201 P St. NW 

Washington, DC 20037-1033 

Phone: (202) 462-4822 ext. 19 

Email: mstoops @nationalhomeless.org 
Web: www.nationalhomeless.org/hate- 
crimes/signon. html 
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Hate, Violence, and Death on Main Street USA. 


_ Report compiled by the Nationa! 


Coalition for the Homeless 


Honolulu, Hawaii 
Four Teens Leave Homeless 
Man in Critical Condition 


January 8: Four. teenagers beat and 
Stabbed an unidentified homeless man, 


leaving him in critical condition at 
Queen’s Medical Center. Lynn Mauneaka, 
director of The Institute for Human 
Services, an emergency shelter in Oahu, 
described the attack as “extreme” and 


“ugly.” A witness reported one of the 


attackers saying, “I got the guy good by 
knifing him.” Savannah Balai, 19, Percy 
Elevenia, 18, and an unnamed 15-year-old 


were charged with second-degree assault. 


Sources: Honolulu Advertiser, “4 arrested — 


in attack on homeless man,” 1/10/04; Honolulu 
Advertiser, “3 charged in beating of homeless 
man,” 1/13/04. 


Maple Valley, Washington 
Homeless Man Beaten, and 
Left to Die in the Snow 


January 8: Shirin Galinkin, 27, and 
David Pulcino, 45, were arrested and 
charged with second-degree murder on 
September 25 for the death of 57-year-old 
Jeffery Thompson. Galinkin and Pulcino 
admitted to severely beating Thompson 


. during an argument after the three had=. 


been drinking together. The couple then 


left Thompson to die under an old railroad - 


trestle, where a passerby found his body. 

Thompson, a Vietnam veteran, was 
well-known in the small town of Maple 
Valley, where he had lived his entire life. 
He performed odd jobs for neighbors, told 
stories, and lent out books from his large 
collection. Following Thompson’s death, 
the town held a memorial service; and a 
local 16-year-old helped raise a $200 
reward for anyone who could help catch 
Thompson’s killers. “People responded on 
a very deep level to his soul,” noted Maple 
Valley resident Stanette Marie Rose. 


Sources: Seattle Times, “Couple arrested in 
beating death of homeless man,” 10/21/04; 
Seattle. Post-Intelligencer, “Arrests in death of 
homeless man left to die in snowy January,” 


10/22/04; Seattle Times, “Pair held in killing of 


homeless man,” 10/22/04; Seattle P-I, “Couple 
charged with killing homeless man,” 10/26/04; 


New York Times, “Homeless Man is Killed and a- 


Town Pours Out Prayers,” | 1/03/04. 


New York City, New York 
MTA Police Charged with 
Assaulting Homeless Man 


January 18: Sergeant Joseph Camean 
and Officer Michael Koenig, both police 
officers with the Metropolitan Transit 
Authority, were indicted in the beating of 
a homeless man after ejecting him from 
Penn Station. Koenig and two fellow offi- 
cers escorted Maurice Cherry out of Penn 
Station. According to the assistant district 
attorney, an argument then ensued in 


which Koenig began to beat Cherry over 


the head with a metal baton, causing him 
to curl into the fetal position. 

Two witnesses reported the assault, 
which was also captured by a surveillance 
camera. Set. Camean was informed of the 


assault, but both he and Koenig failed to 


report the incident to authorities or record it 
in their memo books. Koenig was charged 
with assault in the second degree, falsifying 


1 


- business records, and official misconduct. 


Camean was charged with falsifying busi- 
ness records and official misconduct. 

Both officers initially pleaded not 
guilty and were suspended from the MTA 
without pay. Koenig later changed his 
plea to guilty and was ordered to do 200 


hours of community service; he eventual-. 


ly resigned from his position. 


Sources: N.Y. County District Attorney, 
10/12/04; Daily News, “Charge 2 MTA Cops 
Beat Homeless Man,” 10/13/04; New York 
Times, “Officer Charged in Beating of 
Homeless Man Outside Penn Station,” 
10/13/04; Homeless Grapevine, “MTA Police 


_ Officer Beats Homeless Man,” #69-2005. 


New York City, New York 
Man Seeking Refuge from 
Cold Beaten to Death — 


January 26: An unidentified homeless 
man, believed to be in his 20s, was found 
dead in the basement of an apartment 
building where he had been seeking 
refuge from the bitter cold. Jose Perez, 42, 
was charged with second-degree murder 
and criminal possession of a weapon in 
connection with the fatal beating. 


Source: NY Daily News, “Charge Tenant in 
Slaying at Brooklyn Building,” 1/26/04. 


Kalamazoo, Michigan 
Women and Children 
Harassed Outside Mission 


March 22: Women and children, resi- 
dents at the Kalamazoo Gospel Mission, 
were pelted with rocks by a group of 
neighborhood men. The attacks stopped 
when a young male resident from the mis- 
sion intervened. Later, as the same young 
man walked down the street, about 20 
men jumped him. When he returned to the 
mission for help, he was turned away. 


Source: Lori Anne Fuller, Kalamazoo 
Homeless Action Network, 5/10/04. 


Key West, Florida 
Two Teens Beat Homeless 
Man in His Sleep 


March 23: Two teenagers, 17 and 18, 
were arrested and charged with battery for 
attacking a sleeping homeless man. The, 


A new report on hate crimes shows a terrifying epidemic of bloodshed, violent 
assaults, and murders suffered by homeless people from coast to coast. 


58-year-old man was found with large, 
bloody cuts on his forehead. A witness 
directed two police officers to the location 
where “several males” were beating the 
homeless man. When the police arrived, 
they saw the teens punch the victim 
repeatedly, then stand up, laugh, and give 


_ each other high-fives. 


Source: Keysnews.com. “Teens accused of 
beating homeless man in Key West,” 3/22/04. 


New York City, New York 
DHS Security Cops Arrested 
for Beating Shelter Resident 


March 31]: Sgt. Raul Perez, 29, along 
with officers Wayne Davidson, 44, and 
Richie Mann, 28, were charged with 
assault for the beating of a resident in the 
Bellevue Men’s Shelter in Manhattan. 
The three peace officers, employed by the 
Department of Homeless Services (DHS), 
attacked the 20-year-old man in a hallway 


_ and elevator with a metal garbage can. 


The man was treated for cuts and bruises. 

DHS spokesman Jim Anderson said the 
agency will not stand for any abuse and that 
“the alleged abuse of power sharply contra- 
dicts the values and standard practices of 
the program. DHS has no tolerance for 
behavior of this type and the three officers 
have been suspended without pay.” 


Source: Newsday, “3 officers held in beat- 
ing at shelter,” 4/2/04. 


Bend, Oregon 
Teen Hits, Stomps and Kicks 
Homeless Man to Death 


April 16: Stephen Withrow, 17, is 
charged with murder, manslaughter, rob- 
bery, and assault after allegedly killing 
Curtis Dean Kizer, a 42-year-old home- 
less man. According to local authorities, 
Withrow told detectives that on April 16, 
he drank nine beers with several friends in 
the woods. Soon after Withrow, with two 
friends, approached Kizer, who was wait- 
ing to be served dinner by a local church 
group. He made small talk with Kizer, and 
then punched him in the face without 
warning, rendering him unconscious. 

Withrow continued to punch Kizer in 
the face, all the while yelling, swearing, 


Lydia Gans 
photo 


and referring to him as homeless. He then 
repeatedly climbed up a set of nearby 
Stairs and jumped onto Kizer’s chest. 
Kizer’s friends and the youths accompa- 
nying Withrow agreed that the attack was 
completely unprovoked. 

Withrow has a criminal record, includ- 
ing charges of first-degree theft, unlawful 
possession of a firearm, and first-degree 
burglary. Police found two binders in 
Withrow’s room that contained handwritten 
notes about his desire to kill someone. 
Withrow pleaded guilty to manslaughter 
and was given 20 years in prison. 


Sources: Associated Press, “Teen facing 
murder charge in death of homeless man,” 
4/21/04; Bend Bulletin, “Teen arraigned in 
case of Drake Park killing,’ 4/28/04; 
Bend.com, “Teen Drake Park slaying suspect 
had many. run-ins,” 5/07/04; Bend.com. 
“Footbridge murder suspect to enter plea Dec. 
6,” 10/4/04; Associated Press, “Teen will serve 
20 years after manslaughter plea,” 4/13/05. 


Weymouth, Massachusetts 
51-Year-Old Homeless Man 
Beaten by 19-Year-Old 


April 15: 19-year-old Daniel Cronin 
was arrested and charged for assault and 
battery with a dangerous weapon. Cronin 
was reported to have hit a 51-year-old 
homeless man with a rock and then 
chased him with a stick. 


Source: The Patriot Ledger, “Homeless 
man beaten; police make arrest,” 4/16/04. 


Lompoc, California 
Homeless Man Set on Fire, 
Found Two Days Later 


May 29: A sleeping 53-year-old home- 
less man was set on fire in the downtown 
area, sustaining serious burns on his back 
and arms. He was discovered two days 
later when a passerby heard his moans. 
The police are searching for three 
teenagers between the ages of 15 and 18 
believed to be responsible for the attack. 

Sources: Los Angeles Times, “Teens Who 
Set Homeless Man on Fire Sought,” 5/29/04; 
Associated Press, “Teens Allegedly Set 
Homeless Man.on Fire,” 5/30/04. 


See Hate Crimes Against Homeless page /0 
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Austin, Texas 
Savagely Beaten Homeless 
Man Collapses and Dies in 

Lobby of a Business 


June 15: Curtis Ray Wilson, 43, a 
homeless man, was severely beaten before 
collapsing and dying in the lobby of a 
business in Austin. Several months after 
the savage beating death, his alleged 
attacker was arrested and brought to trial. 
His motivation purportedly was to 
impress his girlfriend. 

Curtis suffered from mental illness. He 
was known and loved by hundreds of peo- 
ple for his good nature and sense of 
_ humor. House the Homeless, an Austin 
advocacy group, honored Lisa Morrill, the 
detective who arrested Wilson’s alleged 
killer, with the Curtis Ray Wilson 
Compassion Award. She was recognized 
for resisting pressures to close the case; 
insisting that Mr. Wilson was a “regular 
person and deserved to be treated as 
decently as anyone else.” 

The name of Curtis Ray Wilson was 
read along with 88 other people at the 2004 
Homeless Memorial Sunrise Service. Each 
year Austinites and concerned citizens from 
all across the nation gather in local commu- 
nities to acknowledge the men and women 
who have lost their lives while living on the 
Streets of America. 


- Sources: KEYE, “Homeless Man Murdered 
in Austin,” 6/16/04; KVUE News, “Suspect 
identified in attack on homeless man,” 
6/18/04; Richard R. Troxell, President of 
House the Homeless, Austin. 


Corpus Christi, Texas 
Up to Eight Suspects Set 
Sleeping Man on Fire 


June 15: At approximately 3:45 a.m., a 
homeless man, Lucas Adam Wiser, 21, was 
sleeping in front of Corpus Christi Metro 
Ministries, when he was set on fire. He was 

hospitalized with third-degree burns on his 
arms and legs. Police suspect that up to 
eight men were involved in the crime. 

Surveillance cameras recorded the 
attack, leading to the conviction of two 
individuals. One, a 15-year-old boy, 
accepted a plea deal and was sentenced to 
a maximum 10-year term for aggravated 
assault. Another man, Michael Enoch, 20, 
was sentenced to 10 years in prison for 
the same crime. 

_ Advocates fear that this may be related 
to other attacks on homeless people. 
Three other attacks by teenagers have 
recently occurred in the area. “One guy 
was asleep and woke up to find an iron 
bar across his face,” attests Patricia Henry 
of the Mother Teresa Shelter. One home- 
_ less man was beaten with a belt buckle. 
Another attack occurred when a homeless 
man was nearly run over by car following 
a confrontation. 


Sources: Associated Press, “Video shows 
homeless man being set ablaze,” 6/17/04; 
Dallas Morning News, “Advocate for home- 
less fears attacks may be on the rise,” 6/18/04; 
Houston Chronicle, “Torching of homeless 
man caught on camera / Corpus Christi police 
seek clues,” 6/18/04; Caller-Times, “HomeJess 
man flees hospital,” 6/19/04; Real Change, 
“North American Newsbriefs,” 6/20/04; 
Houston Chronicle, “Teen Detained in Attack 
on Homeless Man Set Ablaze,” 6/21/04; 
Corpus Christi Caller-Times, “Fire suspect, 


STREET SPIRIT 


“THE WIDOW Ir” 


' September 2005 


Art by Kaethe Kollwitz, Woodcut 1923 


a 
Two men pulled the sleeping Pearson out of an abandoned car and kicked and punched 
him. The homeless man ran toward St. Gabriel’s Catholic Church. The teens followed 
Pearson into the churchyard and began hitting him with garbage cans and with as many as 
30 bricks. Pearson managed to crawl to the front of the church, where a priest saw him and 
called 911. He died soon afterwards. “His head was a bloody mess,” an officer reported. 


Nashville, Tennessee 
Driver Intentionally Rams 
Homeless Man’s Cart 


June 13: Jesse Holt, 23, has been 
charged with aggravated assault after 
deliberately driving his pickup truck into 
48-year-old Kenneth McCart’s shopping 
cart. The well-known and well-liked 
McCart sustained injuries to his knees, 
elbows, and forehead. Following the acci- 
dent, McCart began to suffer from 
seizures and is currently receiving treat- 
ment at Skyline Medical Center. 

Holt admits intentionally running into 
the shopping cart, claiming that he was 
angry that McCart was “lollygagging in the 
road being a safety hazard,” but says that he 
had no intention of seriously injuring 
McCart. After hitting McCart, Holt contin- 
ued driving to his job at Papa John’s, where 
he was currently on the clock. 


Sources: The Tennessean, “Driver hits 
homeless man’s cart deliberately,” 6/27/04; 
Tennessean, “Some think attacks on homeless 
should be considered hate crimes,” 9/5/04. 


New York City, New York 
Two Teens Viciously Beat — 
Homeless Man to Death 
Outside Church 


June 17: Dashorn Washington and 
Jamel Robinson, both 15, were charged 


- with second-degree murder in the death of 
51-year-old William Pearson, who offi- 


cially died of a fractured skull. According 
to police reports, the teens pulled the 
sleeping Pearson out of an abandoned car 
parked at a gas station. They proceeded to 
kick and punch him, eventually hitting 
him with a nearby milk crate. 

Pearson was able to free himself and 
run toward St. Gabriel’s Roman Catholic 
Church. The teens soon caught up and 
began hitting him with garbage cans. 
They followed Pearson into the church- 
yard and attacked him with as many as 30 
bricks. Pearson managed to crawl to the 
front of the church, where a priest saw 
him and called 911. 

Pearson died soon after the 3:15 a.m. 
call. “His head was a bloody mess,” one 
officer reported. Neither Washington nor 
Robinson have shown remorse for the 


“have bragged, “I-got my body.” 


Pearson was well-known and liked by 


many of the older residents of the area. 


He was described as kind-hearted and 


helpful during his three or four years on- 


the street, which began after his mother 
died. Children in the neighborhood nick- 
named him Mr. Billy. Local teenagers, 
however, frequently harassed him. 

Both Washington and Robinson were 
charged as adults with murder and crimi- 
nal possession of a weapon. In April of 
2005, a jury took only a few hours to con- 
vict Robinson of second-degree murder. 

In May of 2005, Robinson was given 
the maximum sentence of 15 years to life 


_in prison. “You took a helpless person and 


stoned him to death.... I can think of few 
crimes that are worse than that,” Brooklyn 


Supreme Court Justice Anne Feldman - 


told Robinson, now 16. 


Sources: New York Daily News, “Beaten to 
death at Mary’s feet,” 6/18/04; New York Times, 
“Homeless Man Dies in Beating; Police Arrest 2 
Teenagers,” 6/18/04; New York Times, 
“Homeless Man is Killed; 2 Teenagers Are 
Arrested,” 6/18/04; New York Post, “I Got My 
Body,” 6/18/04; Newsday, “Killing of Homeless 
Man,” 6/19/04; New York Daily News, 
“Homeless Man’s Killer Gets Max,” 5/3/05; 
New York Times, “Teenager Gets Maximum 
Term for Killing Homeless Man,” 5/4/05. 


‘Santa Cruz, California 
Homeless Man Beaten 


June 16: A homeless man, who wishes 
to remain anonymous, was attacked with 
baseball bats by a group of young men as 
he slept outdoors in his sleeping bag. 


Source: Homeless United for Friendship 
and Freedom (HUFF), 6/16/04. 


Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Killing of Bar Owner Stirs 
Up Hatred Against Homeless 


June 24: According to District Attorney 
Tim Harris, bar owner Shawn Howard, 35, 
and bar manager Josh Martin came upon 
homeless man Terry Badgewell, 39, as they 
were attempting to drive away drug dealers. 
The two men ordered Badgewell to leave. 
An altercation ensued in which Howard 
struck Badgewell in the face with brass 
knuckles. In turn, Badgewell hit Howard 
repeatedly with a pipe, killing him. Since 
the incident, Tulsa’s homeless citizens have 


=-murder, policesayOne-was reported to==faged intense criticism-and-discrimination. 


SS Se 


“= -Wanted posters havé-been placed 


around town prominently featuring 
Badgewell’s image. T-shirts stating, “Fuck 
the homeless” have been printed and dis- 
tributed throughout Tulsa. Homeless people 
who frequent a local Salvation Army shel- 
ter have been chased away. 

Harris declined to prosecute the case, 
saying that the evidence indicates that 


Badgewell was acting in self-defense. 
However, Howard’s mother filed a peti- 
tion in August seeking a grand jury probe 


of her son’s death. The petition received 


enough signatures to warrant the creation 
of a grand jury to indict Badgewell. 

Badgewell has been in jail since 
December 9, 2004. He faces trial on 
charges of first-degree murder and assault 
with a dangerous weapon. “We will 
defend this vigorously,” said Badgewell’s 
attorney, Steve Hjelm. 


Sources: Associated Press, “Tulsa Bar 
Owner’s Family Fails To Sway Prosecutor,” 
8/2/04; AP, “Fatal beating of bar owner by 
homeless man leads to backlash against home- 
less in Tulsa,” 8/17/04; AP, “Petition Granted 
For Grand Jury Investigation,” 8/17/04; Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer, “Tulsa killing sparks war 
against homeless,” 8/17/04; Chicago Sun-Times, 
“Oklahomans lash out at homeless for slaying,” 
8/18/04; AP, “Grand jury indicts man in death of 
bar owner,” 12/9/04; AP, “Man bound over fo 
trial on beating charges,” 4/28/05. aes 


Baltimore, Maryland 
Man arrested for fatal beating 
of homeless man 


July 6: James Edward Johnson, 39, 
was arrested for the fatal beating of Keith 
Lusby, 48, a homeless man. Witnesses say 
that Johnson attacked him after Lusby 
made a negative comment to Johnson’s 
girlfriend. Lusby’s severely beaten body 
was found behind a gas station. The state 
medical examiner’s office determined that 
he died from fatal head injuries. 

Source: Baltimore Sun, “Essex man arrest- 
ed in fatal beating; murder charge is filed in 
homeless man’s death,” 7/06/04. 


Galveston, Texas 
Tensions Mounting After 
Attacks on Homeless 


July 17: The homeless community of 
Galveston has experienced attacks, virtually 
every day, at the hands of teenagers armed 
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with bats, knives, and guns. Between April 
and June, 18 homeless people were hospi- 
talized due to these assaults. _ 

Stephen Davis, 39, was chased by 
bicyclists wielding bats, and saved only 
by a motorist who opened her car door to 
let him in. Michael Seesman, 50, pointed 
out holes in windows where BB pellets 
were shot at a homeless camp. Roy 


Wright suffered a slash on his arm from 


shoulder to elbow, while his friend was 


.- beaten into a concussion.’ 


Local homeless people note that many 
more attacks have occurred. Incidents go 
unreported due to negative relations 
between police and homeless people, 
where 83 citations have already been 
given this year for impeding the sidewalk, 
each costing up to $127. 


Source: Houston Chronicle, “Men blame 
teens for rash of attacks at Galveston camp,” 


7/16/04. 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Teens Seek out a Homeless 
_Man to Beat and Kill 


July 29: The body of Horacio Lima, 
43, was found underneath a bridge in 
Milwaukee. Police say that he was beaten 
over the head repeatedly with what was 
probably. a piece of lumber. According to 
the reports of other homeless people, this 
beating was one of many violent acts 
against the homeless community in that 


area. Police are searching for two suspects. 


in the case, but no arrests have been made. 


Sources: The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 
“Death of Homeless Man Draws Inquiry,” 
7/31/04; The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 
“Attackers Bash,” 8/3/04. 


Oakland, California 
Homeless Man Murdered by 
Teens Claiming “Boredom” 


July 17: Two 16-year-olds and a 15- . 


year-old were arrested and charged with 


murder. in the beating death of Dalrus . 


Joseph Brown, 52. The boys began to hit 
and kick the sleeping homeless man, and 


~ then shot him repeatedly with a BB gun. 


Finally, they beat him with wooden boards 
and ripped apart his makeshift shelter. 

_ Brown, who made money by recycling 
cans, was found dead with his face and 
clothing covered in blood. Police reported 
that the boys claimed to have killed Brown 
because “they were bored and they didn’t 


_ have anything to do.” The vicious attack on 


Brown came on the heels of several other 
attacks on homeless men in the area simi- 
larly involving boards and weapons. 


Sources: Oakland Tribune, “Homeless man 
killed by youths,” 7/18/04; KTVU, “Vicious 
Thugs Terrorize Oakland Homeless,” 7/19/04; 
San Francisco Chronicle, “Youths’ fatal beat- 
ing of homeless man is mystery to his family,” 
7/20/04; Oakland Tribune, “3 teens arrested in 
homeless man’s death,” 7/24/04; Bay City 
News, “Police: Teens in Homeless Beating 
Were Bored,” 7/26/04; Associated Press, 
“Suspects in Slaying of Homeless Man Just 
“Bored,” 7/27/04; Street Spirit, “The Murder of 
a Homeless Man in Oakland,” August 2004; 
San Francisco Bay View, “Attacks along the 
railroad tracks,” 8/11/04. 


Anchorage, Alaska 
Youths Attack Homeless 
Man, Flee in Stolen Car 


August 19: Three 14-year-old boys and 
a 15-year-old girl were involved in the 
assault of a 54-year-old homeless man in 
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Police discovered Johnson with massive head injuries on 
the sidewalk where he slept. He died at a nearby hospital. 
Johnson’s friends describe him as a good and respectful 
man who was constantly the victim of cruelty. Both his 
walker and cane had been stolen. 


the early morning of August 19. The boys 
knocked the man down and repeatedly 
kicked and punched him as the girl stood 
by watching. The teens fled in a car after 
an off-duty police officer stopped to assist 
the man. All four were arrested: soon after 
they abandoned the vehicle at a gas sta- 
tion and tried to run ‘from police. 

The girl told police that the three boys 
had beaten another homeless man without 
provocation: just_an hour before. All three 
of the boys were charged with assault, 
while two of the boys and the girl were 
charged with vehicular theft. 

According to Don Bertis, director of a 
local shelter, reports of abuse are not 
uncommon, though many go undocument- 
ed. In the past month, a man’s tent was set 
on fire and two other people were beaten to 
the point of needing medical attention. 


Source: Anchorage Daily News, “Group of 
14-year-olds beat homeless man,” 8/19/04. 


Ann Arbor, Michigan 
Homeless Man Attacked 


August 26: A 50-year-old homeless man 
was robbed and assaulted by a man who 
stole his watch. The victim gave police the 
first name of his attacker, who is suspected 
of attacking a number of other homeless 
people in the area in recent weeks. 


Source: Everything Michigan, “Homeless 


man assaulted, robbed,” 8/26/04. 


Chicago, Illinois 
Sleeping Homeless Man 
Beaten to Death 


August 10: James Z. Cotton, 22, was 


‘arrested and charged with first-degree - 


murder in the beating death of 63-year-old 
homeless man Floyd Johnson, locally 
known as Rico. Cotton admitted that he 
stomped on and kicked Johnson before 
beating him to death with pieces of 
Johnson’s own wooden table. Police dis- 
covered Johnson with massive head 
injuries on the sidewalk where he slept. 
He died at a nearby hospital. 

Johnson’s friends describe him as a 
good and respectful man who was constant- 
ly the victim of cruelty. Both his walker and 
cane had been stolen. In another case, an 
unknown attacker exploded fireworks in his 
mouth while he slept. 

Sources: ABC 7, “Homeless man beaten to 
death,” 8/10/04; Chicago Tribune, “Homeless 


man beaten to death on sidewalk,” 8/11/04; 
Chicago Tribune, “Suspect held in beating 
death of homeless man,” 8/15/04. 


Denver, Colorado 


Homeless Man in Wheelchair. 


Stabbed to Death 


August 7: Curtis Gordon Adams, 33, 
was arrested in the stabbing death of 
homeless man Clyde Ashcraft, 38. 
Neighbors suspect that Adams had paid 
Ashcraft to let him beat him up in order to 
impress an ex-girlfriend. 

Adams and the ex-girlfriend began 
arguing in the middle of the street in the 


‘late afternoon, as Ashcraft sat nearby in 


his wheelchair. Witnesses reported that 
Adams then pulled out a knife and began 
punching and stabbing Ashcraft, finally 
killing him with a stab to the throat. 

After Ashcraft collapsed back into his 
wheelchair, Adams whipped his hands 


_ down Ashcraft’s body, then licked the 


blood from his fingers. A neighbor stood by 
Ashcraft’s side, comforting him as he died. 

Ashcraft had lived on the streets for 
five years. Frostbite claimed half of his 
right foot and all the toes on his left; he 
used a wheelchair for support. Ashcraft 


and his dog were close to finding a per-. 
manent home through Section 8 housing. 


Friends of Ashcraft believe it was far- 
fetched for him to agree to a paid beating. 
Police had no comments. 

Sources: The Denver Post, “Painful life, 
brutal ending in city street,” 8/08/04; The 
Denver Post, “Homeless man slain in bizarre 
stabbing,” 8/10/04. 


Greenville, North Carolina 
Rock-Throwing Attacks at 
Homeless Shelter’ 


August 25: Officials-at the Greenville 
Community Shelters stated that shelter 
residents have reported attacks that 
ranged from egg throwing to violent 


assaults. The police have only received’ 


one official report of an assault against a 
homeless person. However, Lou 
Williams, shelter operations manager, 
said that there have been five incidents 
involving homeless people in or near the 
shelter. In May, June and. August, groups 
of youths threw rocks at the shelter and its 


. homeless occupants. 


Source: The Daily Reflector, “Police: No 
pattern in attacks near shelter,” 8/25/04. 


Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico 
Homeless Man Wounded in 
Pre-Dawn Shooting 


August 10: According to police reports, 
homeless man Meftali Mojica was: 
wounded in a pre-dawn shooting. The 
unidentified attacker stepped out of his car 
and shot Mojica in the abdomen before 
speeding away. 

Source: The San Juan Star, “Homeless man 
wounded in pre-dawn shooting,” 8/10/05. 


Aurora, Illinois 
Homeless Man Shot and 
Beaten Behind a Church 


September 28: Up to six men attacked 
a 56-year-old homeless man behind a 
church. The man had been sleeping in a 
tent when he heard approaching footsteps. 
Upon leaving his tent, he was blinded by a 
light and then shot twice in the stomach 
with a pellet gun. In addition he was 
punched in the arm and the head, causing 
him to fall to the ground. The man was 
treated at a local hospital for his injuries. 


Source: Aurora Beacon News, “Homeless 
man beaten behind church,” 9/30/04. 


Clinton Township, Michigan 
Youths Attack Two 
Homeless Men 


September 24: Three youths attackéd’ 
two homeless men by pelting them with 
rocks under a bridge. Each teen has been 
charged with two counts of assault with a 
deadly weapon and disturbing the peace. 

Source: The Detroit News, “Seniors may be 
targets of attacks,” 11/15/04. 


Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 
Teens Kill Homeless Man _ 
Over $5 Dispute 


September 21: Three teenagers were 
arrested for the murder of a 48-year-old 
homeless man, Thomas Hardy. All three 
teens will be tried as adults. Jason 
Schwartz, 17, Anthony Glacken, 17, and 
Dustin Moser, 18, were all charged with 
second and third-degree murder, robbery, 
and criminal conspiracy. Moser is also 
charged with first-degree murder. 

Police say that Glacken and Schwartz 
had attended a party at the campsite where 
Hardy’s body was later found. Hardy gave 
several beers to the teens, for which 
Glacken says he paid. An argument broke 
out and Schwartz hit Hardy several times. 

The teens left the campsite and 
returned later with Moser to “finish the 
fight” and get Glacken’s money back. The 
three teens repeatedly beat Hardy over the 
head with their fists and a wooden log 
until he was unconscious. They then rifled. 
through his pockets, stealing his money, 
wallet, ID, and lottery tickets. Hardy died 
of blunt force trauma to the head. 


Sources: Gettysburg Times, “Homeless 
man murdered,” 9/24/04; Patriot News, “3 face 
trial in beating death; Teens Robbed Homeless 
Man of $4 at his campsite, police say,” 
9/30/04; Evening Sun, “Hardy murder trial on 
docket,” 12/30/04. 


Loiza, Puerto Rico 
Homeless Man Target of 
Drive-by Shooting 


September 27: Edwin Vazquez 
Parrilla, 30, was wounded Saturday night 
in a drive-by shooting. An unidentified 
gunman pulled up and:shot the homeless 
man in the leg before driving off. He was 
taken to Carolina Regional Hospital, 
where he was listed in stable condition. 

Source: The San Juan Star, “Homeless man 
target of drive-by shooting,” 9/27/04. 
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Albany, New York 
Teens Beat Homeless Man, 
Then Torch His Belongings 


September 18: Two 16-year-old girls, 

_ Princess Gause and Tyleisha Dutton, plead- 
ed guilty to misdemeanor criminal mischief 
after they attacked a 50-year-old homeless 
Navy veteran named Michael Coene. The 
girls were arrested after they bragged to 
friends at school about the attack. 

The teens admitted buying gasoline, 
pouring it on Coene’s belongings, and 
lighting them on fire as a 14-year-old 
companion beat Coene with a shovel han- 
dle. Coene lost everything he owned, 
including his Bible, his insulin, and his 
clothes. Coene suffered an injured knee 
and hand in the attack, and needed stitch- 
es in his left ear. The local Homeless 
Action Committee and private donors 
have started.a fund to help.Coene. 

Gause and Dutton must now undergo 
psychiatric evaluations and complete 100 
hours of community service in nearby 
homeless shelters. The boy has been 
charged with felony assault. 

Sources: Times Union, “After beating, 
homeless man grateful for help,” 10/21/04; 
Capital 9 News, “Fund started for homeless 

“man,” 10/21/04; WTEN, “Two More Arrested 
In Homeless Man Beating,” 10/22/04; Fox 23, 
- “More Teens Charged In Homeless Man 
Attack,” 10/24/04; Street Roots, “Teens admit 
involvement in attack on homeless man,” 


11/22/04; Times Union, “Teenage girls admit 
roles in beating, fire,” 12/1/04. 


Corvallis, Oregon 
Teens Brutally Beat 
Homeless Man to Death 


September 20: Three teenagers were 
arrested and charged with murder, first- 
degree manslaughter, and second-degree 
assault in the beating death of 52-year-old 
Mark Miller. Miller, who friends say began 
to turn his life around by doing odd jobs for 
local families, was found beaten to death 
under a bridge. His injuries ranged from 
broken ribs and a broken nose to a lacerated 
liver and a collapsed lung. Cruise Cassidy, 
19, Michael Martin, 19, and Tyler Boyce, 
15, had several confrontations with Miller 
in the weeks before his death. All three will 
be tried as adults. 


Sources: KEZI, “Homeless Man Beaten to 
Death,” 10/2 1/04; Corvallis Gazette-Times, 
“Negotiations under way in homicide case,” 
- 1/5/05. 


Denver, Colorado 
Numerous Homeless Deaths 
Recall Killings of 1999 


September 17: As of September 2004, 
at least nine homeless men have been mur- 
_ dered in Denver, eclipsing the seven mur- 
ders of Denver homeless men in 1999, 
Three of this year’s cases have been 
solved; yet only one of the cases from 1999 
has been solved. The victims killed in the 
past months were Richard Darwin Torres, 
David Tricola, Mark Iverson, Gary 
Trujillo, Clyde Ashcraft, Lee Goldsmith, 
Anastacio Rodriguez, Stephen Nye, and 
Michael Weibel. They were variously beat- 
en, shot, run over, or stabbed. _ 

Only one suspect, Steven Frank Lucero, 
38, has been arrested. He will be tried for 
the stabbing death of Michael Weibel. 

_ Many. other attacks on the homeless 
have occurred as well. Five teens beat a 
homeless man with a two-by-four near the 
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The teens kicked the homeless man and hit him with rocks, 
a flashlight, a pipe and a bat, and smeared feces on his 
head. They beat him until they suspected he was dead. 
Then they “hit the victim one last time to see if he would 
make a sound like in Grand Theft Auto. He didn’t.” 


South Platte River. Another group beat a 
man in a wheelchair, stealing his prescrip- 


_ tion pain medicine. Ned Sokolovic, during 


his first night homeless, was robbed of all 


his money and beaten with a tire iron. 
_..Homeless people have expressed alarm | 


about the escalating violence often initiat- 
ed by thrill-seeking youths. One homeless 
man reported that three youths recently 
pummeled him just for fun while he was 


having a seizure. Another homeless man . 


said he was beaten by a group of young 


men and women after he tried to stop - 


them from hitting a girl. 

Ed Valerio, a police officer who has 
worked with homeless people for seven 
years, said Denver’s homeless know that at 
night they must group together to avoid 
young drunks who prey on them. The 
police do not believe a link exists between 
the recent homicides and the 1999 murders. 

Sources: Denver Post, “Deaths of 2 men 
being investigated,” 6/30/04; Denver Post, 
“Another homeless man killed. Second body is 


-found; police believe slayings are not related,” 


7/01/04; Denver Post, “On Denver’s streets, 


the homeless are easy prey,” 10/17/04; Denver © 


VOICE, “Violence on the Street,” September 
2004; Denver VOICE, “It’s 1999, all over 
again!” November 2004. 


Fairfax, Virginia 
Homeless Man Found 
Bleeding and Unconscious 


September 28: A 51-year-old homeless 
man was found bleeding and unresponsive 
after being beaten by a teenager as he 
crossed a street. The man was flown to 
Inova Fairfax Hospital for treatment. The 
suspect, who remains at large, is a white 
male, approximately 17 years old, 6 feet 
tall, 170 pounds, with short brown hair 
and a black leather jacket. — 


Sources: NBC 4, “Homeless Man Beat In 
Fairfax County,” 10/28/04; Washington Post, 
“Fairfax Homeless Man Beaten by Youth,” 
10/29/04. ; 


_ Keizer, Oregon 
Homeless Woman Suffocated 


September 24: Homeless woman 
Patricia Ann Harkey, 38, was found suffo- 
cated outside the home of Ryan Lee 
Vetter, 30: Vetter, who has a criminal his- 
tory including kidnapping and assault, 
was arrested and charged with the murder. 


_ Sources: KATU, “Keizer man charged in 
death of homeless woman,” 10/24/04: 
Associated Press, “Keizer Woman Was 
Suffocated,” 10/26/04. 


Lawrenceburg, Tennessee 


Homeless Man Attacked By - 


Park Rangers 


Two park rangers accosted a homeless 


man, who had been allowed to use the - 


state park shower facilities free of charge, 
when he attempted to take his weekly 
shower. The rangers, who were not wear- 
ing official uniforms and did not identify 
themselves, asked to search the man’s 
backpack and frisk him. 

Fearing an assault, the man asked for a 
senior ranger or a police officer to be pre- 
sent. The rangers refused, and insisted 


that he hand over his backpack. When. he’ 


did not, they began to kick and wrestle 
with him. One ranger struck him with a 
flashlight, cracking his collarbone. 

The man was then handcuffed and 
taken to the Sheriff's Department. His 
bicycle and belongings were confiscated 
and not returned for several days. The 
homeless man was only allowed to leave 
the jail after his pastor posted-bail. 


Source: Incident Report, Davy Crockett 
State Park, Lawrenceburg, TN, Sept. 2004. 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
_ Teens Brutally Beat 
Homeless Man to Death 


September 10: Three teenagers have 
been arrested and charged as adults. with 
first-degree homicide in the beating death 
of Rex Baum, 49. Andrew Ihrcke, 17, Luis 
Oyola, 16, and Nathan Moore, 15, admitted 
to killing the homeless man, who died of 
multiple blunt force trauma. 

Ihrcke told police that the three teens 


went into the woods looking for “where the . 


bum lived.” They came across Baum in the 
forest, and asked him to buy them beer. He 
agreed, and the four drank together. As 
Baum went to get a sandwich from his 
cooler, Ihrcke began throwing leaves and 
wrappers at Baum’s head, while another 
teen smeared feces on his ear. . 2 
Moore threw a stick at Baum’s face, 
causing him to bleed. The beating soon 
escalated, as the teens attacked Baum 


with rocks, a flashlight, a grill, a pipe, a 
bat, and their feet. More feces were 
smeared on Baum’s head. Baum tried to 


escape, but the teens decided to kill him to 


keep him from going to police. 

They continued beating Baum until they 
suspected he was dead. According to a 
criminal complaint report, the teens beat the 
man for fun, and then “hit the victim one 
last time to see if he would make a sound 
like in Grand Theft Auto. He didn’t.” 

Ihrcke then pulled out a knife and cut 
Baum twice to see if he was still alive. 
“He didn’t move or nothing,” Ihrcke said. 

After they killed Baum, the teens - 
wiped the bat clean and covered his body 


_ with plastic and rocks, hoping animals 


would eat him before the body was dis- 
covered..Anothér homeless man found 
Baum two days later. 

Over 100 friends, relatives, and 
strangers attended Baum’s funeral. He 
was a familiar and welcome face for many 
in the town; remembered as a hardwork- 


ing, friendly, helpful and generous man. 


Faisal Bhimani, a local storeowner for 
whom Baum often did odd jobs, said that 
he had just lost his best friend. 

Baum is not the first homeless man to 
be murdered in the area in recent months. 
A 43-year-old homeless man was found 
beaten to death under a viaduct in July. 

In March 2005, Ihrcke pleaded guilty to 
a reduced charge of first-degree reckless 
homicide, as did Nathan Moore. Both face 
up to 60 years in prison. The third defen- 
dant, Luis Oyola, faces a possible: plea deal 
on a charge of first-degree homicide, which 
carries a mandatory life sentence. 


Sources: Milwaukee Channel, “3 Milwaukee 
Teens Charged With Beating, Killing Homeless 
Man,” 10/15/04; Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel, “3 
teens charged in homeless man’s death,” 
10/19/04; Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel, “Death 


_of Homeless Man Leaves Many in Bay View 


Shaken and Saddened,” 10/20/04. . 


_- New York City, New York 


Homeless Man Beaten to 
Death with Trash Can 


September 30: Jose Cantue, a 61-year- 
old homeless man, was attacked after 
speaking to a woman passing by. Witnesses 
said the woman’s companion became 
extremely upset and hit the homeless man 
with a garbage can, despite the woman’s 
pleas for him to stop. The injured man was 
taken to St. Vincent’s Hospital for treat- 
ment. He died on November 11. 

_ No arrests have been made. The suspect, 
in his 20s, was with three women at the 
time. Neither the suspect nor the women 
have been identified. John Caserta, a friend 
of Cantue’s, said, “He helped kids cross the 
street. He gave them candy and toys. He 
didn’t deserve what he got.” 


Source: Newsday, “Homeless man critical 
after attack,” 10/31/04; New York Daily News, 
“Pushed Panhandler Dies,” 11/12/04. 


Toms River, New Jersey 
Teens Beat Homeless People 
in “Bum-Hunting” Attacks 


September 22: Five Toms River High 
School seniors have been arrested for 
allegedly attacking three local homeless 
people because they were “bored.” Frank 
Novak, 18, along with two 17-year-olds, 
were charged with aggravated assault. Two 
other 17-year-olds were charged with 
aggravated assault and criminal mischief. 

The most recent attack occurred when 
a homeless man, Larry Radomski, 50, 
reported being beaten with pipes and 
baseball bats as he slept in the woods. The 
teens also threw hockey pucks-at him. He 
suffered five broken ribs, a fractured arm, 
and a punctured lung. This was the second 
assault against him by teens that day. 

Earlier in September, the group 
allegedly threw bricks at a 42-year-old 


See Hate Crimes Against Homeless page 15. 
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Poor Leonard’ 3 
Almanack 


by Leonard Roy Frank 
Street Spirit - September 2005 


THE WORLD OF CARL G. JUNG - 


Carl G. Jung (1875-1961), a Swiss psychiatrist, founded 
analytic psychology, a method of psychotherapy. An early 
follower of Sigmund Freud, he broke with the founder of 
psychoanalysis in 1912 over personal and ideological dif- 
ferences (Freud believed that sexual repression was the 
main cause of psychological problems, while for Jung the 
culprit was spiritual repression). Jung made vital contribu- 
tions to our understanding of the psyche, dreams, mytholo- 


gy, religion, and the forces which separate us from one cf 


another and from our deeper selves. For Jung, the purpose 
of life was to embrace one’s own unique individuality and 
to become fully oneself, an integrated whole. The introspec- 
tive process for achieving this goal he called individuation. 


1. I feel it is the duty of one who goes his own way to 
inform society of what he finds on his voyage of discov- 
_ ery. (“On the Psychology of the Unconscious,” 1917) 


2. Where love reigns, there is no will to power; and where 
the will to power is paramount, love is lacking. The one is 
but the shadow of the other. (“On the Psychology of the 
Unconscious, ” 1917) 


3. Fanaticism is always a compensation for hidden doubt. 
(“Analytical Psychology and Education,” 1924) 


4. We are conditioned not only by the past, but by the 
future, which is sketched out in us long beforehand and 
gradually evolves out of us. ancl Psychology and 
Education, * 1924) 


5. No one can make history who is not willing to risk 
everything for it, to carry the experiment with his own 
life through to the bitter end, and to declare that his life is 
not a continuation of the past but a new Desinning, 
(“Woman in Europe, * 1927) 


6. Without freedom there can tye no morality. (“The 
: Relations Between the Ego ‘and thé’ Unconscious,” 1928) 


7. Conscious and unconscious are not necessarily in 
opposition to one another, but complement one another to 
form a totality, which is the self. (“The Relations 
Between the Ego and the Unconscious,” 1928) 


8. It is not altogether inconvenient to renounce one’s own 
meaning. Had ‘Jesus done so, he would probably have 
become a respectable carpenter and not a religious rebel 
to whom the same thing would panna happen today as 
happened then. (Commentary to “The Secret of the 
Golden Flower,” 1929) 


9. Whereas I formerly believed it tS be my bounden duty 
to call other persons to order, I now admit that I need 
calling to order myself. (Modern Man in Search of a 
Soul, 1933) 


10. Within each one of us there is another whom we do 
not know. He speaks to us in dreams and tells us how dif- 
ferently he sees us-from how we see ourselves. When, 
_ therefore, we find ourselves in a difficult situation, to 
which there is no solution, he can sometimes kindle a 
light that radically alters our attitude, the very attitude 
that led us into the difficult situation. (“The Meaning of 
Psychology for Modern Man,” 1933) 


11. The descent into the depths always seems to precede the 
-_ ascent. (“Archetypes of the Collective Unconscious, 1934) 


12. To ask the right question is already half the solution 
of a problem. (“Archetypes of the Collective 
Unconscious,” 1934) 


13. A more or less superficial layer of the unconscious is 
undoubtedly personal. I call it the personal unconscious. 
But this personal unconscious rests upon a deeper layer, 
which does not derive from personal experience and is 
not.a personal acquisition but is inborn. The deeper layer 
I call the collective unconscious. | have chosen the term 
“collective” because this part of the unconscious is not 
individual but universal; in contrast to the personal psy- 
che, it has contents and modes of behavior that are more 
or less the same everywhere and in all individuals. 
_ (“Archetypes of the Collective Unconscious,” 1934) 


14. The inner voice is at once our greatest danger and an 
indispensable help. (“Development of Personality,” 1934) 


15. If there is anything that we wish to change in our chil- 


dren, we should first examine it and sée whether it is not 


Carl G. Jung, a highly innovative depth psychologist. 


something that could better be changed in ourselves. 
(“The Development of Personality,” 1934) 


16. The dream does not conceal; we simply do not under- 
stand its language. (Analytical Psychology: Its Theory 
and Practice, 1935)" 7: 


17. [In] the Christian reformation of the Jewish concept 


of the Deity, the morally ambiguous Yahweh became an 


exclusively good God, while everything evil was united 
in the devil... The moral splitting of the divinity into two 
halves. (“Psychological Aspects of the Mother 
Archetype,” 1938) 


18. Conscience, and particularly a bad conscience, can be 
a gift from heaven, a veritable grace if used in the inter- 
ests of the higher self-criticism. And self-criticism, in the 
sense of an introspective, discriminating activity, is indis- 
pensable in any attempt to understand your own psychol- 


ogy. (“Psychology and Religion,” 1938) 


19. No matter what the world thinks about religious experi- 


ence, the one who has it possesses a great treasure, a thing’ 
that has become for him a source of life, meaning, and 


beauty, and that has given a new splendor to the world and 
to mankind.... Where is the criterion by which you could 
say that such a life is not legitimate, that such an experience 
is not valid? (“Psychology and Religion,” 1938) 


20. Conscious and unconscious do. not make a whole 
when one of them is suppressed and injured by the other. 


If they must contend, let it at least be a fair fight with 
- equal rights on both sides.... 


This means open conflict and 
open collaboration at once. That, evidently, is what 
human life should be. It is the old game of hammer and 
anvil: between them the patient iron is forged into an 
indestructible whole, an “individual.” This, roughly, is 
what I mean by the individuation process. (“Conscious, 
Unconscious, and Individuation,’” 1939) 


21. If God wishes to be born as man and to unite mankind 
in the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, He suffers the terri- 
ble torment of having to bear the world in its reality. It is 
a crux, indeed, He Himself is His own cross. The world is 
God’s suffering, and every individual human being who 
wishes even to approach his own wholeness knows very 
well that this means bearing his own cross. But the eter- 
nal promise for him who bears his own cross is the 
Paraclete. (“A Psychological Approach to the Dogma of 


_ the Trinity,” 1942) 


22. We are the manger in which the Lord is born. (“A 
Psychological Approach to the Dogma of the Trinity,” 1942) 


23. Great gifts are the fairest, and often the most danger- 
ous, fruits on the tree of humanity. They hang on the 
weakest branches, which easily break.... Creative powers 


can just as easily turn out to be destructive. It rests solely. 


with the moral personality whether they apply themselves 
to good things or to bad. (“The Gifted Child,” 1942) . 


24. The individual cannot give his life point and meaning 
unless he puts his ego at the service of spiritual authority 
superordinate to man. (“The Gifted Child,” 1942) 


25. An understanding heart is everything in a teacher... 
One looks back with appreciation to the brilliant teachers, 
but with gratitude to those who touched our human feel- 
ings. The curriculum is so much necessary raw material, 
but warmth is the vital element for the growing plant and 
for the soul of the child. (“The Gifted Child,” 1942) 


26. People will do anything, no matter how absurd, in 
order to avoid facing their own souls. (Psychology and 
oe 1944) 


27. Christian civilization has proved hollow to a terrifying 
degree: it is all veneer, but the inner man has remained 
untouched, and therefore unchanged. His soul is out of key 
with his external beliefs; in his soul the Christian has not 
kept pace with external developments. Yes, everything is to 
be found outside — in image and in word, in Church and 
Bible — but never inside. Inside reign the archaic gods, 
supreme as of old. (Psychology and Alchemy, 1944) 


28. Once the exploration of the unconscious has [begun]..., 
the individual is confronted with the abysmal contradictions 
of human nature, and this confrontation in turn leads to the: 
possibility of a direct experience of light and darkness, of 
Christ and the devil. choles. ry and Alchemy, 1944) 


29. Out of opposition, a new birth. (Psychology of the 
Transference, 1946) 


30. We Cantiot tell whether God and the unconscious are 
two different entities. (Answer to Job, 1952) 


31. “Physical” is not the only criterion of truth: there are 
also psychic truths which can neither be explained nor 
proved nor contested in any physical way. (Answer to 


M Job, 1952) 


32. Yahweh [God]... was interested in man. Human 
beings were a matter of first-rate importance to him. He 
needed them as they needed him, urgently and personally. 
(Answer to Job, 1952) 


33. Both the fear of God as well as the love of God are 
Wa ‘(slightly modified, Answer to Job, 1952) 


34. The traditional view of Christ’s work of redemption 
reflects a one-sided way of thinking.... The other view... 
regards the atonement not as the payment of a pumad 
debt to God, but as reparation for a wrong done by God to 
man. (Answer to Job, 1952) 


35. Self-knowledge paves the way to knowledge of God. 
(Answer to Job, 1952) 


36. I cannot love anyone if I hate myself. (“Problems of 
Self-Realization,” 1953) 


37. I could not say I believe. I know! I have had the expe- 
rience of being gripped by something stronger than 
myself, something that people call God. (When asked if 
he believed in God, quoted in ls Old Wise Man,” 


Time, 14 February 1955) 


38. “The world hangs on a thin thread, “iid dite ead is 
the psyche of man. (Quoted in Tom Dozier, Houston - 
Post, 16 September 1957) 


39. The Christian symbol is a living thing that carries in 
itself the seeds of further development. (The 
Undiscovered Self, 1957) - 


40. It is in the nature of political bodies always to see the 
evil in the opposite group, just as the individual has an 
ineradicable tendency to get rid of everything he does not 
know and does not want to know about himself by foisting — 
it off on somebody else. Nothing has a more divisive and 
alienating effect upon society than this moral complacen- 
cy and lack of responsibility, and nothing promotes under- 
standing and rapprochement more than the mutual with- 
drawal of projections. (The Undiscovered Self, 1957) 


41. The real history of the world seems to be the progres- 
sive incarnation of the Deity. (Letter to Morton Kelsey, 3 
May 1958) 


42. It is quite possible that we look at the world from the 
wrong side and that we might find the right answer by 


- changing our. point of view and looking at it from the 


other side, i.e., not from outside, but from inside. (Letter 
to the Earl of Sandwich, 10 August 1960) 


43. The decisive question for man is: Is he related to 
something infinite or not? (Memories, Dreams, 
Reflections, 1962) 


44. As far we can discern, the sole purpose of human 
existence is to kindle a light in the darkness of mere 
being. (Memories, Dreams, Reflections, 1962) 


45. We have forgotten the age-old fact that God speaks 
chiefly through dreams and visions. (“Approaching the 
Unconscious: Healing the Split,” 1964) 


47. If left to himself, [man] can naturally bring about his 
own salvation. Who has produced Christ? Who has pro- 
duced Buddha? (Quoted in Margaret Gildea, “Jung: As 
Seen by an Editor, a Student and a Disciple,” 1982) 
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Ubermensch in Berkeley 
by Michael Creedon 


Ubermensch in Berkeley, 

he walks the avenues. 

He wears a full-length leather coat 
but the neon skeleton shows through. 
He picks the bones of the homeless 
and spits them on the ground. 

The pigeons form a circle 

and pic-pic-pic them from the dirt. 


| Ubermensch in Berkeley, 
he feels not gravity. 

He grins a leather 

smirk at all the suffering. 
He eats the dying deaf and other afflicted. 
He relishes prosthetic limbs and glass eyes. 
Sometimes he seems gone for awhile 

but he always comes back again 


Sometimes in an EI] Dorado 
or maybe a Mercedes Benz — 

he likes the leaden color silver — 

it doesn’t show the dents 

and the spilled blood blends right in. 
Ubermensch the savior, 

he keeps the population strong. 
They say that it’s a good thing 
when Ubermensch comes to town. 


Parking Space 
by Joan Clair 


Who does the parking space belong to now? 

Neighbor One who parked by the house 

of Neighbor Two, making it hard for him 

to get his car in and out of his space; 

or Neighbor Two who complained about Neighbor One 
and never got anywhere, never got him to move his car 
or respect or honor his space in any way; never got A rager 
What twist of fate created the present state 

in which Neighbor Two, now homeless, 

‘creeps into his parking space, under cover of darkness; 
now on the other side of the law, 
| to park his car and sleep in it at night, 

(a space which now could save his life) 

avoiding the eyes of Neighbor One who still stalks around 
and gobbles up other people’s parking spaces 

like they’re all his ride on the roller coaster. 


Let’s Squat the Condos 
A song by Carol Denney 


they’re putting up condos all over town 
acres of condos bringing me down 

tiny little condos no parking no pool 

the condos are empty the shelters are full 


(chorus) 

let’s squat the condos it’s cheaper than rent 

let’s squat the condos that’s where the housing went 

that’s why there are homeless and the housing trust fund’s dry 
they keep building condos that no one can buy 


well, Chevron and Mobile and Shell Oil did great 
putting gas stations on prime real estate 

who’ll buy land that’s poisoned? well, I’ll tell you who 
the rich to build condos to try to sell to you 


(chorus) 

let’s squat the condos it’s cheaper than rent 

let’s squat the condos that’s where the housing went 

that’s why there are homeless and the housing trust fund’s dry 
they keep building condos that no one can buy 


we really need shelters and SROs too 

we really need childcare and gardens to walk through 
and places to gather so people can meet 

but all we get are condos or living in the street 


(chorus) 

let’s squat the condos it’s cheaper than rent 

let’s squat the condos that’s where the housing went 

that’s why there are homeless and the housing trust fund’s dry 
they keep building condos that no one can buy 


they say economics is what it’s all about 

building low-cost housing just doesn’t pencil out 
well, I’ve got the answer my research has shown 

if we squat the condos the poor will have a home 
(chorus) 

let’s squat the condos it’s cheaper than rent 

let’s squat the condos that’s where the housing went 


that’s why there are homeless and the housing trust fund’s dry 
they keep building condos that no one can buy 
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‘A homeless woman with her sleeping bag and a single sack of belongings. 


IT Shelter 
| by Claire J. Baker 


She belly props — 
a book of poems 
as if it were a candle. 


by Husayn Sayfuddiyn 


If it is aggressive, 
If it kills, 
Tortures, 
Assassinates, 
Murders, . 
Commits genocide, 
Spreads depleted uranium 
Bombs civilians 
Pollutes the earth, 
Exploits the poor, seniors, youth, 
And lies, cheats and steals — 
To be on the Level 
you’d have to admit 
It is the Devil! 


The Bitter Side of Flatbroke | 


by Mary Merrian 


Some people lead an easy life, from birth 

to death, connected, pampered, lucky, rich, 
convinced that smiling fate defines their worth, 
quite safe and snug and settled in their niche. 
I wonder why I can’t be one of them. 

If I had money, I’d have time to write 

and read and socialize with any femme 

or butch or in-between who came in sight. 
Or spend my time alone or take a trip. 

Then I could call my life a life and not 

this constant jungle fight to get a sip 

of water, find a place to rest, too hot, 

too cold, too worried, hungry, lost, alone. 
Perhaps someone will throw this dog a bone. 


Canning 
by Joan Clair 


When I see her, I think, “How remarkable!” 
An elderly Asian lady, less than five feet tall, 
dressed in Kimono clothes, 
with dignity in her bearing. 


With a pole slung over her shoulder, 
she looks like she is going fishing; 


like an archetype in an ancient Asian painting 


in which people all but disappear 
in landscapes of mountains and trees — 
tiny figures in nature. 


: But she’s not going fishing; she’s going canning. 
And there’s nothing natural about the landscape, 
or her proportion to it, in which she stands out 


for being poor. 


I watch her pry open a garbage can 
with her pole near a bus stop. 
Some people waiting for the bus are staring. 


“She can’t be Chinese,” one says with contempt. 


Sunrise reaches bedroom 
lace curtain, dangles 
dust-pearls on paper grain. 


A rainbow moves up 
and down a hair strand 
she holds to the light. 


Last week she was - 
homeless — this morning .- 
a bedroom queen. 
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the clash of titans 
by Randy Fingland 


the pyrotechs are 
working overtime 

in life 

to light up death 
bursting in air 

is no soft pillow 

flag aflame or not 

any night in the world 
where bomb noise 
becomes a welcome sound 
because it momentarily 
drowns out 

the constant wailing 

of street-homed children 


The Bagel Baker 
by Perfesser Mark Creek-Water 


The bakers bake the bagels every day 

The dumpster sits out back nearby the door 
And what they do not sell, they throw away 

A hundred thousand bagels, maybe more 
Are people going hungry every night? 

Or am I just a poor deluded fool? 


I want to know what’s wrong, and what is right 
Of things they just don’t talk about in school 


I see this bagel dumpster locked up tight 


With locks and bars and See ea steel 


I peek: inside some bagels are in sight 
If I be hungry, how you think I feel? 


Now should I mention their address? 
No, they know who they are, I guess 


Three Little Sisters 
by Jan Steckel 


The three little Salazar sisters from Salinas 
come crestfallen into my bedroom some nights, 
all crying with rotted teeth and gum abscesses. 
The younger two are California-born. 
I give them antibiotics and 

send them to a Medicaid dentist 


so the infections won’t spread to their j jaw or brain. 


For the eldest, eight years old, I can do nothing, 
because she was born in Mexico 

so doesn’t qualify for Medicaid. 

I prescribe extra medicine, 

knowing the mother will split it 
between all three little girls. 

I send them out crying. 

Night after night, I ask myself again, 
what kind of country denies an eight-year-old giri 
relief from that kind of pain pie 
because she was born 

on the wrong side of the border. 
from her sisters? 
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from page 12 


homeless woman, who required hospital- 
ization after being hit twice in the head 
and suffered from facial lacerations. 

_In June, a 44-year-old homeless man 


was attacked by a group of teens that hit 


him with their fists and a golf club, causing 
injuries to his shoulders, arms and face. 
Police Chief Michael Mastronardy was 


reported as saying, “Apparently they were 


actually searching people out who are 
homeless... merely because of their stature 
in life.” The teens later bragged about 
their so-called “bum-hunting” at school. 
Sources: Newsday, “S teens held in ‘bum 
hunting’ attacks on homeless,” 10/28/04; 
International Homeleness, “Beating of home- 
less stun most TR students,” 10/31/04; Asbury 
Park Press, “Homeless Man Injured Again,” 
11/07/04; Asbury Park Press, “Adult trial 
sought in homeless assaults,” [1/13/04; Ocean 


County Observer, “ ‘Bum Hunters’ could be 
tried as adults,” 11/14/04. 


Waverly, Ohio | 
Gay Homeless Man Beaten, 
Left to Die in Dumpster 


September 2: Matthew Ferman, 22, 
James Trent Jr., 19, and Martin Baxter, 
28, were arrested for the beating death of 
Daniel Fetty, 39. Fetty, who had a hearing 
impairment and had recently lost his 
apartment in a fire, was living out of his 
car and working as a dishwasher to save 


up money for a new apartment. 

He was found naked and beaten in a 
dumpster. He died 12 hours later at Grant 
Medical Center in Columbus. 

Ferman, Trent, and Baxter allegedly 
robbed Fetty and beat him with boards and 
bricks before stuffing him into the dumpster 
and leaving him for dead. Pike County 


Prosecutor Robert Junk called Fetty’s case - 


one of the most gruesome he has ever seen. 
He believes that Fetty’s sexuality may have 
played a role in the attack. 

Trent was convicted on December 6 of 
involuntary manslaughter. Baxter and 
Ferman, whose crime is now being called a 
hate crime by Junk, are facing the death 


penalty with two charges of aggravated | 


murder, aggravated robbery, tampering 
with evidence, and abduction. Baxter’s trial 


face hate-crime charges in beating death of 
homeless man,” 12/17/04; www.gaypeo- 
pleschronicles.com., “Trial dates set in killing 
of Waverly deaf gay man,” 3/25/05. 


Corpus Christi, Texas 


Homeless Senior Beaten 
With Belt Buckles 


November: A homeless male was 
attacked and beaten by many assailants 
while he slept. Four assailants crept up on 
the man in the middle of the night and 
proceeded to whip him with a belt buckle. 
He sustained injuries on his back, as he 
was able to cover his face and head. - 

Source: Cynthia Contreras, Paralegal/ 


Community Education Coordinator, Texas Rio 
Grande Legal Aid, Inc., 5/31/05. 


Fetty, who had a hearing impairment, was living out of his 
car. Three men beat him with boards and bricks before stuff- 
ing him into the dumpster and leaving him for dead. He died 
12 hours later. Pike County Prosecutor Robert Junk called 
Fetty’s case one of the most gruesome he has ever seen. 


is set to begin September 11, while 
Ferman’s will begin January 9, 2006. 


Sources: NBC 4, “Homeless Man Round 
Beaten, Later Dies,” 10/04/04; AP, “Three 
men charged with murder in beating of home- 
less man,” 10/05/04; NBC 4, “Men Charged In 
Homeless Man’s Death Won’t Face Death 
Penalty,” 10/15/04; Street Vibes, “Two men in 
Ohio indicted in the beating death of a home- 
less man,” November 2004; Chillicothe 
Gazette, “Baxter, Ferman arraigned again,” 
12/11/04; Akron Beacon Journal, “New 
charges in homeless slaying: Prosecutor says 
‘killing was hate crime because Ohio victim 
was gay,” 12/13/03; New York Blade, “Two 


Key West, Florida 
Homeless Man Critically 
Injured in Vicious Assault 


November 16: James Boyts, 52, was 
severely beaten early in the morning by 


William Willis, 18, and Jeffery Carbonell, — 


19. Carbonell was charged with aggravat- 
ed battery; Willis was charged with aggra- 


vated battery, possession of marijuana — 


with intent to sell and drug paraphernalia. 
Boyts suffered severe facial injuries 
after he was hit and kicked several times by 


Willis and Carbonell. Bleeding heavily 


Hate Crimes in Brazil 


from page one 


forum of ministers to discuss public poli- 


cies concerning homelessness in Brazil. 

Once the elections came and went, how- 
ever, media attention faded and few politi- 
cians followed through on their promises to 
investigate, said Luciano Rocco of Ocas, 
the street newspaper that gives employment 
and a media voice to the homeless in Sao 
Paulo. The Ministers forum was resched- 
uled several times, and soon politicians 
stopped discussing the issue entirely. 

Despite police and governmental 
promises to seek justice in this case, evi- 
dence continues to increase suggesting that 
the police themselves might have been 
involved. In addition to the precise nature 
of the beatings, the attacks have all 
occurred downtown, an area once largely 
abandoned that is now slated for revital- 
ization. This is an area usually patrolled 
heavily by police — one attack occurred 
just outside a police station — and securi- 
ty cameras record street events. from sev- 
eral residential buildings nearby. 

In their investigation, the police have not 
requested any of the video recordings, and 
several individuals who live or work in 
nearby buildings have offered recordings to 
the police. No public statement about 
whether the police have viewed or even 
accepted the videos has been released. 

One victim described his two attackers, 
which led to further suspicion of the police. 
According to local reports, on August 30, a 
policeman threatened one of the victims in 
his hospital room, pressing a gun against 
the victim during a discussion. 

In October, two military policemen, 
Jayner Aurelio Porfirio and Martins 
Landmarks Garci’a, were taken into cus- 
tody under suspicion in these attacks. A 
third military policeman, not directly 
involved in these cases, was also detained. 
Despite the fact that Sao Paulo police said 
that these men were commanders of private 
security and drug-trafficking operations in 


the center of the city, they were released 


after 30 days with no charges being filed. 
While these attacks are unusual because 


‘of their consistency, brutality and execution 


within a short timeframe, local NGOs and 
church groups point out that violence is a 
common routine in the lives of many peo- 
ple who are homeless in Brazil. 

While no official census attempts to 
count the number of individuals without 
housing in Brazil, a local research founda- 
tion estimated that there were roughly 
10,000 homeless people living in the 
streets of Sao Paulo in 2003. Red Rua and 
Ocas believe the figure is much higher, 
perhaps double, and that violence is part 
of everyday life for many of these people. 

These crimes have a chilling similarity 
to the Candelaria massacre of street kids 
by off-duty police in Rio de Janeiro in 
1993. But even more recent events show 
the pattern of violence. 

One day before the attacks in Sao 
Paulo, a homeless person was beheaded in 
Sorocaba, in the countryside of Sao Paulo 


State. His head has not been found. A’ 


month earlier, six homeless people went 
to the hospital after being poisoned, also 
in Sao Paulo. A homeless person was shot 
to death in Belo Horizonte (capital of 
Minas Gerais) on September 4. 
In Rio de Janeiro, county guards sys- 
tematically threaten homeless people. 
Policemen compel street dwellers to aban- 


- don wealthy neighborhoods and tourist 


sites by taking their few belongings and 
throwing them into trash collectors. Any 
resistance to this action meets with vio- 
lence, according to Rocco. This policy, 
‘undertaken by the city’s mayor, is official- 
ly named “Urban Control Operation.” 

_ Rocco believes that such widespread 
violence against the vulnerable and poor 


of Brazil results from a culture of fear and 


prejudice. “Most Brazilians see homeless 
people with prejudice, with a mixture of 
pity and fear,” Rocco said. “Many see 
homeless people as people who do not 
want to work or that are involved with 


some kind of illicit activity. Our main- 
stream media and governments contribute 
to this misperception.” 

Citizens of Sao Paulo have taken to the 
streets to show their sympathy and soli- 
darity with the victims, sleeping in the 


street and holding monthly vigils. Despite ~ 


this continued show of support, little offi- 
cial progress is being made. 

“We fear that this issue has been for- 
gotten, that nothing will be done, despite 
monthly protests and vigils in our coun- 
try,” said Rocco. “We have decided that 
on this anniversary, we need to interna- 
tionalize these events, to inform people 
around the world about this miscarriage of 


justice. Citizens of foreign countries will 


help if they show their concern about the 
situation of homeless people in Brazil to 
public authorities, by writing to Brazilian 
embassies in their.countries or to their 
own embassies in Brazil.” 
Rocco believes that international read- 
ers of street papers can apply necessary 
pressure to investigate — and hopefully 
end — such brutal attacks of vulnerable 
people in Brazil. He said, “Please encour- 
age your readers to write to the Brazilian 


embassy in the United States or to the | 


U.S. embassy in Brazil. We should not let 
these lives be forgotten or let the crimi- 
nals to go unpunished.” 

Regular vigils have been taking place 
in Brazil to draw attention to the rash of 
violence on people experiencing home- 
lessness. Ocas, the street paper in Sao 
Paulo, requests that all street papers 
throughout the world stand in solidarity to 
request that an investigation be opened on 
the murders and assaults. 

Join the International Network of 
Street Papers’ fight for justice. E-mail or 
write to Ministro Marcio Thomas Bastos 
in Brazil to urge justice in these matters: 

Ministro Marcio Thomas Bastos, 

Ministerio da Justica, Esplanada 

dos Minisetrios, Bloco T, Ed.sede 

CEP 70064-900, BRASILIA 

Email: marcio.bastos @mj.gov.br 


from head wounds, he was airlifted to 
Baptist Hospital in Miami where he was 
listed in critical condition. Before that 
attack, Boyts had previously been harassed 
and had rocks thrown at him by two other 
men. Both Willis and Carbonell had blood 
on their shoes when police accosted them. 

Sources: The Miami Herald, “Teens 
charged with beating homeless man,” 
11/17/04; Key West Citizen, “Homeless beat- 
ing victim stable after surgery,” 11/18/04. 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Rapists Target Homeless 
Transgender Youth 


November 17: At least seven female 
transgender African American youths 
have reported being raped in Minneapolis 
in récent months. Many of the victims are 
homeless. Police have made no arrests. 


Source: Bath Holger, The Bridge, 11/17/04. 
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porting them. 

That kind of talk drew barbs and 
denunciations from media quarters that 
had applauded his efforts to end racial 
segregation. Time magazine called the 
speech “demagogic slander that sounded 
like a script for Radio Hanoi.” The | 
Washington Post warned that “King has 
diminished his usefulness to his cause, 
his country, his people.” 

When the Gulf War began, snappy 
phrases like “blame America first” were 
a popular way to vilify dissenters. “What 
we cannot be proud of, Mr. Speaker, is 
the unshaven, shaggy-haired, drug cul- 
ture, poor excuses for Americans, wear- 
ing their tiny, round wire-rim glasses, a 
protester’s symbol of the blame- 
America-first crowd, out in front of the 
White House burning the American 
flag,” Rep. Gerald B. H. Solomon said 
on Jan. 17, 1991. 

During a typical outburst in early 2003. 
before the Iraq invasion, Rush Limbaugh 
told his radio audience: “I want to say 
something about these antiwar demon- 
strators. No, let’s not mince words, let’s 
call them what they are — anti-American 
demonstrators.” Weeks later, former 
Congressman Joe Scarborough, a 
Republican rising through the ranks of 
national TV hosts, said on MSNBC: 
“These leftist stooges for anti-American 
causes are always given a free pass. Isn’t 
it time to make them stand up and be 
counted for their views, which could hurt 
American troop morale?” 

Such poisonous sludge is now pour- | 
ing out of some mass media — and we 
should expect plenty more in response 
to a growing antiwar movement. 


From Norman Solomon’s new book War 
Made Easy: How Presidents and Pundits 
Keep Spinning Us to Death. For information, 
go to: www. WarMadeEasy.com 


by Carol Harvey 


uring a call for my bank bal- 
ance, the worried teller confid- 
ed that her husband had enlist- 
ed in the National Guard for an 
education but ended up in Iraq. He has 
never seen his infant son. The couple ‘is 
terrified the hijacked guardsman will be 
killed before his release. 

The anguish this woman poured out to 
me has convulsed America. 


The increasingly unpopular Iraq war has 


put President George W. Bush in a precari- 
ous political position. On August 1, 2005, 
Zogby International polls showed “two-in- 
five voters (42%) say they would favor 
impeachment proceedings if it is found the 
President misled the nation about his rea- 
sons for going to war with Iraq.” 

Bush’s numbers sometimes dip lower 
than Lyndon Johnson’s before public opin- 
ion forced. him out of office, and, eventual- 


ly,, the. U.S. out of Vietnam. Even some 


Republicans are upset about the series of 
apparent lies that suggest that Bush fabri- 
cated a war, caused 100,000 innocent Iraqi 
deaths and killed 1,800 American troops to 
line the pockets of his elite base. 

Cindy Sheehan, California mother of a 
slain soldier, and member of Gold Star 
Mothers for Peace, set up camp two miles 
from Bush’s Crawford, Texas, “ranch” 
during his five-week August vacation. 
She named the spot “Camp Casey” for her 
24-year-old son, Spc. Casey Sheehan of 
Vacaville who was killed in Baghdad’s 
Sadr City on April 4, 2004. 

Sheehan vowed to stay until Bush 
leaves or meets with her to answer one 
unanswerable question: “For what noble 
cause was Casey sent to die in Iraq?” 
California Rep. Maxine Waters, 
Minnesota State Sen. Becky Lourey, who 
also lost her pilot son, and Medea Benjamin 
of Global Exchange, joined Sheehan at the 
peace camp. Joan Baez performed a concert 
there on Sunday, August 21. . 

In his movie, “Fahrenheit 9/11,” 
Michael Moore interviewed grieving 


mother Lila Lipscomb of Flint, Michigan, 


STREET SPIRIT 


who said she hated the protesters at first 
for dishonoring the troops. After her son 
Michael’s death, she came to believe he 
died for nothing. She realized people were 
not criticizing the soldiers, but the war. 

During a heart-wrenching visit to 
Washington, Lila stood before the White 
House where she finally released her suf- 
fering and rage. I wondered if Lila wished 
to be at Camp Casey with Cindy Sheehan. 

To justify his attack on Iraq, Bush first 
falsely claimed that Saddam Hussein threat- 
ened the U.S. with weapons of mass 
destruction. Further allegations of 
Hussein’s ties to al-Qaeda were discredited. 

The third justification — that Bush 
wanted to give Iraqis democracy — is 
laughable. A worldwide influx of ‘“insur- 
gents” currently finds a terrorist training 
ground complete with hourly practice in 
suicide car bomb detonations. A puppet 
government missed the deadline for con- 
cocting a “Constitution.” 

The normally unaware press are cover- 
ing Sheehan’s protest. However, the media 
avoided reporting the June 2005 release of 
the top secret June 2002 Downing Street 
memos sent by the head of Britain’s Secret 
Intelligence Service to Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, detailing talks with the Bush 
Administration to. determine its upcoming 
plans for invading Iraq. These “smoking 
gun memos” revealed that “the intelligence 
and facts were being fixed around the poli- 
cy” of Bush’s prearranged NeoCon war. 

In retaliation against Ambassador Joe 
Wilson for contradicting claims that Niger 
sold yellow-cake uranium to Hussein, Karl 
Rove leaked to reporters the name of 
Wilson’s wife, Valerie Plame, as a CIA 
agent investigating WMDs. Rove destroyed 
a 20-year spy operation, endangering 


national security and Plame’s life. 
Such revelations unmasked Bush’s pre- 


text for invasion, and answered Sheehan’s 


question. Bush needed Iraq for oil, power, 
and money for his very rich friends. 

When asked why he would not speak 
to a grieving mother of a dead soldier 
camped a few minutes down the road, 
Bush agreed it is nice to be “thoughtful 
and sensitive,” but said, “I think it’s also 
important for me to go on with my life.” 
Casey Sheehan can never go on with his. 

Sheehan’s dangerous question, consid- 
ered a moment of crucial activism and 
speaking Truth to Power, seems as close 
to revolt as the dumbed-down, numbed- 
down American public can get. Anger 


about The Downing Street Memos and the - 


Plame affair drew groups of fed-up people 
to Crawford demanding a response. 
A New England Journal of Medicine 


_ Study showed 17 percent of 955,000 U.S. 


troops who served in Afghanistan and 
Iraq “met the screening criteria for major 
depression, generalized anxiety, or post- 
traumatic stress disorder.” Soldiers 
describe blood and mutilated body parts 
strewn in the streets. 

Bush and the Neocons designed Iraq as 
a perpetual war machine, killing or grind- 
ing up soldiers, pouring them maimed and 
homeless onto American streets. Reporter 
Amy Goodman interviewed one trauma- 
tized veteran who lost his home because 
of delinquent combat pay. 

American youth leave for war in the 


_ prime of their life. They drag back broken 


minds and discarded flesh, financing their 
own rehab. They will sit on sidewalks 
beside veterans of past conflicts, panhan- 
dling, disabled, and self-medicating their 
post-traumatic stress with alcohol or drugs. 
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Moore ended “Fahrenheit 9/11” with 


Neil Young’s song “Keep on Rocking in 


the Free World.” The song said it all: 

“We got a thousand points of light 
for the homeless man. 

_ We got a kinder gentler machine gun 

hand.” 3 i 

Said Moore, the only thing asked by 
the brave soldiers who enlisted after 9/11 
to protect America is not to be sent into 
harm’s way for no good reason. 

Cindy Sheehan is simply asking for 
that reason. 


by Norman Solomon 


he surge of antiwar voices in U.S. 

media this month has coincided 

with new lows in public approval 
for what pollsters call President Bush’s 
“handling” of the Iraq war. After more 
than two years of a military occupation 
that was supposed to be a breeze after a 
cakewalk into Baghdad, the war has 
become a clear PR loser. 

But an unpopular war can continue for 
a long time — and one big reason is that 
the military-industrial-media complex 
often finds ways to blunt the effectiveness 
of its most prominent opponents. 

Right now, the pro-war propaganda 
arsenal of the world’s only superpower is 
drawing a bead on Cindy Sheehan, who 
now symbolizes the USA’s antiwar grief. 
She is a moving target, very difficult to 
hit. But right-wing media sharpshooters 


are sure to keep trying. 
The Bush Administration’s. top offi- 


cials must be counting on an end to the 
standoff between Camp Casey and Camp 


Carnage. But media assaults on Cindy 
Sheehan are just in the early stages. 

While the president mouths respectful 
platitudes about the grieving mother, his 
henchmen are sharpening their media 
knives and starting to slash. Pro-Bush 
media hit squads are busily spreading the 
notions that Sheehan is a dupe of radicals, 
naive and/or nutty. 

But the most promising avenue of attack 
is likely to be the one sketched out by Fox 
News Channel eminence Bill O’Reilly on 
August 9, when he declared that Cindy 
Sheehan bears some responsibility for 
“other American families who have lost 
sons and daughters in Iraq who feel that this 
kind of behavior borders on treasonous.” 

That sort of demagoguery is on tap for 
the duration of the war. Military families 
will be recruited for media appearances to 
dispute the patriotism of antiwar activists 
— especially those who speak as relatives 
of American soldiers and shatter media 
stereotypes by publicly urging withdrawal 
of U.S. troops from Iraq. 


So far, during this war, President Bush 
is leaving the defamation chores to his 
surrogate media fighters. But loud noises 
coming from the right wing today are 
echoes of key themes that other presidents 


eagerly voiced. 


During the mid-1960s, as President 
Lyndon Johnson escalated the Vietnam 
War, he grew accustomed to trashing 
Americans who expressed opposition. 
They were prone to be shaky and irres- 
olute, he explained — and might even 
betray the nation’s servicemen. “There 
will be some Nervous Nellies,” he pre- 
dicted on May 17, 1966, “and some who 
will become frustrated and bothered and 
break ranks under the strain. And some 
will turn on their leaders and on their 
country and on our fighting men.” 

Delivering a speech in mid-March 1968, 


_ President Johnson contended that as long as 


the foe in Vietnam “feels that he can win 
something by propaganda in the country — 
that he can undermine the leadership — 
that he can bring down the government — 
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that he can get something in the Capital that 
he can’t get from our men out there — he is 
going to keep on trying.” 

LBJ’s successor Richard Nixon bran- 
dished similar innuendos. “Let us be united 
for peace,” Nixon said early in his presiden- 
cy. “Let us be united against defeat. 
Because let us understand: North Vietnam 
cannot defeat or humiliate the United 
States. Only Americans can do that.” 

Martin Luther King Jr. found that for- 
mer allies could become incensed when 
he went out of his way to challenge the 
war. In his “Beyond Vietnam” speech 
delivered at New York’s Riverside 
Church on April 4, 1967, King called the 
United States “the greatest purveyor of 
violence in the world today.” From 
Vietnam to South Africa to Latin 
America, he said, the U.S. was “on the 
wrong side of a world revolution.” King 
asked why the U.S. was suppressing revo- 
lutions “of the shirtless and barefoot peo- 
ple” in the Third World, instead of sup- 
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